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ELUCIDATION 


OF THE SUBJECT 


t>I'Mil. ir.-lSTlNGS's IMPEACIIMEmi 


ia-Mill, ill 


LETTER III. 


SECOND ARTIC^L1u///>£' IMPEACHMENT 


rilK BEGUMS OF OUDE. 


I AM now golni!; to state the |)rinci})al j^oints 
at issue Ijctwcen tlie accuseis and accused. 


on the Sirofh/ Jrlirlr ol Jnipciicbmmty namely, 
theEKGUMs <>t Ol or • -Brninu in the Per¬ 
sian, signilies ir^(e('/i; but it is a title in 
India given to ladies ol* ver^^ higli rank, 
who arc not of royal parentage. Such are 
tlie Bkgums of OuoK. Wlieii the Nabob 
SiijAH Dowla, of whom I said .so much in 
my former Letters, died (in the }ear 177^), 
his Siilkihcfary doscended to his son Asoph ul 
Dowla.— lie left behind him a Widow, 
wliom I shall distinguish, to avoid obscu- 

A rity. 
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rity, by the appellation of the Bf- 

GUM—He left also a living, who was 

the widow of Sefder Jung, whom I for¬ 
merly spoke of as being the first Siibahdar 
of his family in possession of Oude. 

It was the custom of Sujah Dow la, as it 
is of many men in the East, to deposit tiieir 
treasures in the Zetiana. —Ztvwm/is a Persian 
word, signifying much the same as St^niglio^ 
and is the place where tlu‘ women are lotlg- 
ed. It is by people of rank lield very sa¬ 
cred, and no person of the male sex per¬ 
mitted to enter it, except such as are very 
nearly related. They have rules lor regu¬ 
lating these exceptions, and those who are 
allowed to see tlie women, such as brothers, 
^c. are called Mchrcm. 

Some inontlis after the death of Sujah 
Dowla, his son Asoimi ll Dowla turned 
hir attention to tlu‘ treasures of his fatlier. 

Mr. Brisiow, wlio was then Resident at 
Liu'knrr:", in a letter to the Supi erne Council, 
states these treasures to amount to near two 

million 
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million sterlinj^; but lie says, that report 

made them more than double that sum. 

There are two points of view in which the 

denosit mav be considered. Had it been a 
1 •/ 

case between private individuals, the Co/wt 
would have decided it, and the Mother^ it 
without a settled dower, and all licr issue, * 
would have had their respective shares, as 
settled by that book; but as Asopii ei, 
Dow I, A was a Sovereign, or at least in tlu? 
exercise of Sovereiiin ]\)\ver, the treasures 
wore generally considered as the property ol 
the State. 


I am of oi)inion, that in law, tlu^ BiaiuMS 
yaghirc would liavt‘ been considered as a 
proportional dower, and that she Wi)uld 
have had no share ot the treasure in any 
event. 


This is my idea at jiresent, as far as I 
could collect From a small Arabic Treatise 
on the Maliommedaii Law, now in my 
posses.sion. 


There is also a laru^ework now 


in the press, translated by Mr. Hamil ion 
and Mr. Anderson, from an Arabic niaiui- 

script, 
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script, called Hedaya, wliicli contains ainucli 
fuller explanation of tlie laws respe^fing 
dowers, &c. than is to be found in tlui book 
above-mentioned. As this book will soon 
be published, it may be referred to ; and it 
is to be lamented, tliat it has not been tran¬ 
slated lonir since, as it would iiave saved 
those gentlemen who iiujiiire into India 
matters, from much error. 


I remcmlxjr having read in the Ikdayijy 
that where the wife's dowei* is not settled at 
the time of marriag(‘, they an^ guided by 
the customs of her husband's family; thence 
1 conclude also, th.at the jdghhy. would have 
been considered as a ])roportional dower. 
1 shall not argue the point of right, which 
is so indehnite, particularly in this case, 
where it may be considered in a j)rivatc or 
jniblic light, tlioiigh much will depend on 
the opinion which ih.e Lorins may entertain 
on O'is (jiiestioii: for if the treasure left l)y 
Si |Aii l)o\vL\ in tlic custody of his Wi- 
dow, wn c by politic d law the right of the 
succeeding Sovereign, or the li'i^al property 

of 
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of liis Son, bv the laws of the Conm, I do 
not scv' how the Hk(;um could think herself 
nuich injured, let the resumption lake place 
when it would. 


I must hcreditn’css for a minute, to take 
notice of sometliinir 1 heard from Mr. Sin> 
RiDAN——He reprobated the iciea ol right 
founded on either of tliese ii'rouiuls I have 

« I 

slated ; and to maintain his ar<nim<'nt, he 
told the C\)urt, that lliesecuriiy of a Zinunht 
is the title of a Saint totiu' relics, on an Al¬ 
tar, j'lacod tlicre by jacly. guauletl by ludy 
super:>tilion, and to l)e snatclied Irom thence 
only by sacrilc-ge.— 'flu* inlerencc' Ik* draw's 
is, that because the 'Zetunu! is sacit\l, the 
treasure was ilu' b; c* ^:’s own. 


VVhetiier Mr. SiiKHioAN mear.t this as a 
beautiiul period, or whetlier he was igno¬ 
rant himself, 1 cannot say; I should rather 

V 

suppose tlie latter; but cenaiii it is, that 
tile. Son, Asopii ci. Down a, had as mucii 
right to enter the Zciiumi as his father; and 
conse([uently llie treasures were no inon^ 
protei^ted against the toriiier tlian the lat¬ 
ter. 
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ter. By the laws of the 'Acmwa, the son was 
a Mebrem, as I stated i>efove. It may as¬ 
sume the appearance ol pedantry, hut it is 
ncccs: ary to ohse rve, that^ [iu mni in Arabic, 
ir:e:.iS nearly the same i • Zt^tuirni in Persian; 
and Mehtew^ licintj^ a participle ol the same 
root, simplifies a person ])rohioited in mar¬ 
riage, to whom the Zetiami is coiLse<]uently 
oj)on. 


In the book I before quoted, or in some 
otlier one in my jiossession, there is a chap¬ 
ter describing tlie degree's ot consanguinity, 
which fall within tlie circle of Nkbrem. It 
is for this reason that die Mahommedan 
Law makes a wide distinction between a 
man's taking by io.w or stealth a sum of 
moiK / from his parents, and from those 
lliat are not related to him. In the latter 
case, it would be felony, if I may apply 
tha:. term to Malu-mmedan Law; but not 
in die former. d1ie principle of this dis¬ 
tinction must be, that no property can be 
secic -vi I'iom him wl >has by consanguinity 
a light to entiT the Zenaua Neither did 
the natives in bidia, at the time of seizing 

the 
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the Begum's treasure, consider it in the 
same lio ht it has heeii considered lierc, that 
is, as far as I luiderstood Ironi those with 
wliom 1 conversed on the subject. 


Mr. Sheridan says, tlie arguments ot 

Mr. IIasiin(;s’s Co\u.sel were futile and 

frivolous—I do not I'.now how iiicy argued 

tile ])oint, not Ixmo , in v'oinl w*iat day.; 

neither am I mucii -.ii(jiMiinU-d will either 

of lliose CfenLleiner* ; oiii I ('an bom my 

own knowledu'e iaiu‘ \ non me io say, tlial 

Mr. Shkruian’s an-ui'.:er.;s c \\ this head 

* ' 

cannot stand one nu iuent liLii rc‘ any jier- 
son wlio has liie sVi^jliUst knowled'’e (d the 

t * V ' 

Maliommedan customs, 'i'o say iluu the 
Mother i\IV\ ti»at \ ]\.j Son lost a right 

to the treasure, Ironi its iKing c!epc;sited in 
the Zioiana, is the stranp;est i.i;a that over 
was started. Were 1 disjKiseJ to animad¬ 
vert on that (jcntleman’s sjxvcli, \ here would 
be much room for it in lii.ii y ivi where he 
tells tlic Lords, tliat the} must not argue 
from tile Turkisli Mahommedans, they being 
of a mean and dcjgenerate race* He was 
aware of there being no law or custom in 

'fur key 
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Turkey lluit would warrant his Znuvia doc¬ 
trine, and h(‘ tliiTclorc makes a new species 
of iVTahonunedans for India. It is, however, 
very iorei'^n to my j)urpose to ]:)()int out the 
ial.se conclusion in tlial (jenitlcn^an's Oration, 
There an* Counsel ior tliat l)usinc‘ss, and 
they will iind no want of nuitler. 


I liave tu'ard, Mr. Shkiuoan purposes 
puhlislfing that Spec'cli in the House of (k)in- 
nions, which |)roduce(l this lnipcaclmK*nt. 
WiTc I in the list of his friends, I would 
advise him to inutate the wisdom of the 
Crnmd Liiwiu who derivino; all his cojise- 
(]uence from scvlusion, keej)S his jiersonfrom 
public view’. 1 have heard the Muluabs read 
diaplers of the(V;rj//in sucii tone and accent, 
that I have been wonderlully struck W'ith its 
seeminiij sublimity ; but when I read the 
san*!' w^ords w'ith .ai eye to their sense, I 
found it to be mere trash. Maiiommed 
forcv^aw that it would suifer by translation, 
and forbad(i tht Voriv beino'translated. Mr. 
SiiKKiDAN may lose by publication : and he 

cannot 
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cannot add to his fame, tliough lie may to 
his fortune. 

I will now return to the* sul)je(5f from 
which 1 have strayc.’d almost imperceptibly 
to mvself. 

NFr. Hastings considers the treasure 
lodged in the Znnimi to have been the pro¬ 
perly of the StuU '; but what his reasons for 
that opinion are, I do not know. lie may 
say, that being asses'^ed and levied on the 
public for public uses, they ought not to 
be (Muployed tor private ])urposes; and 
thereby dri\e th(‘ successor to levy new 
taxes on his subject . supply the exigen¬ 
cies of State, which would not have existeti, 
had the collections been turned to their pro¬ 
per or intended use. 'I'lie King of Piiussia 
seems to Imve entertained a similar opinion, 
when he told Ills successor, that tlie wealth 
h'? had a!iiassed was th'‘ j)roperty of the 
l^iiblic, and not of himself. Mr. Hastincjs 
will probably bring stronger reasons tliaii 
tJiose I have suggestc‘d, to support liis opi- 

b 


nion. 
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nion, that the Mother a6led unjustly in with¬ 
holding the treasure from her Son, 

In the latter end of 1775, the Nabob being 
much straitened for money, re(|ucsted the 
interference or mediation of tlie Resident 
Mr. Bristow, who accordingly undertook 
it, without any instru<^:tions from the Su¬ 
preme Council. The result was, that he 
prevailed on the lady to give up .‘30 lacks, 
or 300,000l. in cash and valuables, and to 
cancel an obligation for lacks of rupees, 
which she had lent lier Son on a former oc¬ 
casion. This was all that could be obtained, 
without proceeding to violence; and in or¬ 
der to obtain even this, Mr. Brlstow was 
obliged, in the Company s name, to guaran¬ 
tee her in the possession of the remainder 
of the deposited treasiirt's, and also of her 
jfagbires, Jagbires arc assignments of par- 
ti('irtar lands, for pjirticular uses, such as the 
niaintenance of fanelies, &c. 6ic, They are 
analogous to Pensions, with lliis diflerence 
only, tiiat it is a landed Estate instead of an 
Annuity paid by the Treasury 


The 
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The Supreme Council,of wliich Mr. Hast- 
ixNGs was, though Governor General, an in¬ 
efficient Member, approved of the guarantee, 
and thus it rested till the year 1781. This 
was the nature of the tenure by which the 
younger Begum, or Mother of Asoph ul 
Dow LA, held her property. 

I shall now explain the situation of the 
Elder Begum, or Grandmother of the Na¬ 
bob Asoph ul Dowla. —This Lady had 
certain allowances settled on her by her Son 
Sujah Dowla, for the support of herself 
and dependants, and the family of her de¬ 
ceased husband Seeder Jung. She had 
some Jaghire lands which she held by royal 
grant, 1 mean from liio ExMpekor. Accord¬ 
ing to her statement, her Grandson Asoph 
UL Dowla had deprived her of these al¬ 
lowances, and done many other acts ex¬ 
tremely offensive to her. She therefore 
adoj)tcd the resolution of withdrawing her¬ 
self from his dominions, and gave out that 
her intention was to visit Korbellu, which 
Mr. Middleton says is another name for 
Mecca ; but I think it is tlie burying place 

of 
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of PIusuN, Mahommed's grandson, wliowas 
killed and buried in the Di'siirts of Chaldea. 
This, however, is very immaterial. The 
Nabob disapprov('d of licr de})arturc, and 
requested Mr. Middleton's influence who 
was then Resident at his Court, to prevent 
it. 


Mr. Middleton engaged in the business, 
and after much ncirociation, it was settled.— 

V * 

The princi]^al terms were, that she should 
go to KorlelJu wlicn slie liked ; that her pen¬ 
sionary lan ls should be restored, and during 
her absence, be under the care of \\\q youngiT 
Begum; tluit she should have the manage* 
ment of the VA'nana (that is, her deceased 
sons, women and children,) and an Jillow- 
ance ot aV)out i r,()0() rupees a month for 
their subsistence. There were; other ar¬ 
ticles, but I have stated the most important, 

'i iic Managers contend, that Mr. Mid¬ 
dleton giiarnnlced this agreineeiU, and 
thereby pledged the (' Mupany's faith for the 
observai\t.e of it. 


Mr, 
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Mr. MiDDLi'/roN seems to consider hiin- 
solt as a witness only* and engaged no far¬ 
ther than to use his inttuence with the Na¬ 
bob, in case he should be inclined to break 
it. It does not appear that he e\er ac¬ 
quainted the Board with what heluid done; 
but his successor, Mr. Pciii.iNc;, did com¬ 
municate some account of this guarantee, 
as the Bfoum seems to have considered it, 
to the Supreme C'ouncil in tlie year 17or 
thereabout. IVobaldy the Bici m might 
not understand the differeiu'e l)t*t\vt'c;n sit’n- 

i 

ing as a witness, and as a guarantee. Mr. 
Hastincjs deities havine; any knowledtie ol 
this transaction ; and it seciits evident from 
several docunui:::’. that lie never ap])roved 
ot the Resident’s niLerierence with the do¬ 
mestic arrangements of the Nabob's family. 

o ^ 

and tile settlements ot liis parents. 


Here I must beg leave to make a few ob¬ 
servations u])on the coiuluc!: of the Naliob 
and In.'s Mother.—The latter had not ho¬ 
nesty enough to give up any part of tlic 
Treiisiirc she had in licr pos.se.ssioii v\ hen her 
Husband died, of her own free will and ac¬ 
cord:— 
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cord :—foi* as I luive shewn already, it was 
either the property of her Son in his Sove¬ 
reign capacity, as (niardiaii and Trustee for 
tile State, or it belonged to him as the legal 
Heir of Sujaii Dowla, and to the otlier 
Children, ^c. according to the proportions 
settled by the Coran ,—To have made it heT 
own, she should have set up a Will, of 
whicli I have heard no mention. The Na¬ 
bob's character was so well known to his 
Mother and Grandmother, that neither of 
them would trust liis word, unless the Com¬ 
pany pledged their faith for his observance 
of it.—Accordingly, we find that w'hen the 
Nabob gave a nreipt in full for his share of 
his Patrimony, though in fa6l he got no 
more than the Mother chose to give him, Mr. 
Bristow Ixrame S('ciirity. It is observable, 
that this (K iuleman acled without the aii- 
tliority of the Suj>reme Council, in respect 
to agreement with tiie younger Begum, 
as Mr. Middleton did with respe<^t to the 
ihlrr. It is natural to suppose that these 
(jentlemen considered an arrangement be¬ 
tween such very near relations, rather of a 
private tlian jniiilic nature.—The interfe¬ 
rence 
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rence ran be justified but upon one {ground, 
namely, that the Begums might be pro¬ 
voked to leave the Son's Dominions, and 
carry otF the immense Treasures they were 
supposed to possess. Another observation 
occurs, that though the Nabob is represent¬ 
ed by the Managers as a most dutihil Son 
and Grandson, yet we find tliat in 1778, 
three years after the death of his Father, lie 
had so stripped his Cirandniother of all the 
Jaghires and Pensions allowed her by Su- 
JAH Dovvla, for the maintenance of herself 
and de])endants, that slie was tiriven to the 
determination of leaving his Dominions, as 
the only means of ])reserv!ng the residue of 
her fortune. to (‘{ket tliis, she gave 

out that she wij'lR.Ci lo make a Pilgrimage to 
Korbdla. 

Here is anotlicr instance of tlu? wonderful 
effect of Oraiorv, and of llie skill which men 
ol abilities posse.ss in bringing one j’art ot 
the Picture into the most striking point of 
view, whilst another of no less importanc'c 
is tlirown Ixick into the Sliade, and scarcely 
noticed. I have heard many people, who 

happened 
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happened to attend Westminster Hall on 
particular days, or who read now and then 
in a Newspaper, some part of Mr. She- 
kidan's Summary on this Chargx*, observe, 
that Mr. Hastings must have been lost to 


all the feelings of hunianity, when he in¬ 
sisted on the Nabob's taking away the 


d'rt'asures of his Parents : whereas the fact 


is, that tlie old Begum ow'cd all she had to 


the interference of Mr. Mi dole ion ; and 
t!ie ytiwr;cr Ih.caM is indebted to the media¬ 
tion and guarantee of Mr. Bristow' for the 
detention of that pio})erty which she at 
least ought to have divided, or, in the opi¬ 
nion of most j)eop]e, to have given iij) all 
too’cther.-—iVt the same time that I think it 

I. T 

was indecent in tlu^ English (jovernment to 
intcTlere in their public capacity between 
the Nabob and Ills Parents, yet having once 
saiE'tioiu‘d the agreement, and committed 
ih'Ir faitli to the Begu.m, they most un- 
doubri‘div ought i j adliere to it. I think 
also with tile Managers, that the circum¬ 


stance of Ml Miodlk'i on's signing the 
I’reaty, though periiaps witiiwiit the know¬ 
ledge ot his Masters, bound tliem as eWee- 

liiallv 
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lually as if it had been done by tlieir ex¬ 
press order and instrii(!:tion, lliat is, if he 
signed it as a giiarantcc, not as a witness. 
Bui it is not reasonable to tliink, that in the 
Ibrnier case, he would liave kept it from the 
knowledge of his Superiors; if he did, he 
oiiglit to answer for it himself. 


Mr. Mii)j)le/ion, on his examination, did 
Mr. 1Iastin(;s, in the opinion of many pco-* 
pie who could reason only from the compa¬ 
rison of a few circumstances^ more injury, by 
his want i)r recollection, and cautious mode 
of answering, than he would have tlone, had 
he given the most correct and explicit eluci¬ 
dation.—-I do Mo< mean to say that Mr. 
Middle TON was incorrect, l)ut not knowing 
w hat facts might be thought criminal by the 
lIoL'SK of Commons, lie seemed afraid to 
answer many tpiestions, lest they might on 
a liiture occasion be turned against himselt. 
It seems Mr. Middf.i/k n was advised by 
Couiisel, (not Mr. IIasi ings’s, for they re¬ 


fused to give him any on the subject) not to 
answer particular questions. 'I'liat cautious 
mode may be very rig;kit, and it certainly 


C’ must 
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must he so, or it would not be recommended 
by all lawyers in general; but to those who 
are not professional men, and do not make 
the same allowances, it seems as if tlie witness 
was conscious of guilt, and therefore wished to 
hide it. The hearers, such as I liavedescribed, 
immediately give him credit for some thing 
infinitely worse than his examiners them¬ 
selves impute to him. 

I'his witness stood in an awkward j:)redi- 
cameiit :~-he liad formerly been ac cused by 
Mr. Hastings, before the Supreme Coun¬ 
cil, of misconduct in this very business ; and 
when lie found himself prest by entangling 
qiK'stions, in Westminster Hall, he seemed 
feariul that every answer might be turned 
against himself. The Managers repre¬ 
sented this appearance of fear as the efie6t 
of his caution, and desire to screen Mr. 
Hasi iNGs ; whercii'^ in fac^t, his own safety 
was his real obje6f, as Ik* at last acknow- 
Icilged, wIk'ii he threw himself on the in¬ 
dulgence of tlk Court. 

Such was Mr. Middleton's case. Before 
I drop the subjei^l of the right eac?i Begum 

had 



MK. HASTINGS'S IMPEACHMENT. 


It) 

liacl lo licr Treasure and Jagliire, I must 
answer a question lliat will naturally rise in 
the mind of every attentive reader, namely, 
why did not tlie Nabob take possession of 
the Treasures deposited by his Father in the 
Zcmvia, immediately upon his accession lo 
the Musmid or Throne ? The answer is, tliat 
it was not in his power, without waging 
war with his Mother, who had all the Caty 
of Fy::obad and its vicinity in her interc'st, 
and therefore the issue might have been un¬ 
favourable. Tile Nabob took a diflerent 
method, and tried to borrow tlie money, in 
wliich he succeeded to a (vrtain amount; 
and when his Motlu*!' would lend no moj (‘, 
he aj)])lied to Mr. Hbisjow, as I have al¬ 
ready stat('d. I e uld have observed, that 
in the vear 177S, the Nabob seemed inclined 
to break throiuth the aoreement made with 
his Mother, under the saiu‘‘ti()n of Mr. 
Bristow, but was prevented by the Board. 


I liave shewn how the Begums became 
possessed of their treasure an.! jaglures, and 
ill what manner the Company guaranteed 

the 
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the possession thereof tollic} Ih’.crM; 

for I cannot fnitl llait there is any prool ol 
the Coinj>any\s faith heine; j.leclgeh to the 
Klf/rr. I have read tlie evideiicx* over atten¬ 
tively, and I cannot find that Mr. Middle- 
T(^N was authorised bv llie B(?ard ; on the 
contrary, there is a Letter from tliein to 
him, forbidding his active ir.terlerence, but 
a]:)proving of his conciliatt)ry mode of set¬ 
tling the disjmtes between the (hiu.dwfAbcr 
and by advice. It does not a})ju'ar 

by any of the j)ublic ('oi respondence, tliat 
any greater latitude was ever given llu; 
Kesident. 

The Manac.fks argue this ])oint, on a 
presumption that there must have been ])ri- 
vatc authority from Mr. IlAsiiNCis alone, 
r must leav(‘ tliis ])oint as it stands, tlure 
beini^ sn- ;/icion on oiv side, and ilenial on 
ti!'-- ('tiler. 


In mv lb'r. <•)• Letter 1 stated, that in the 
« 

year 17. si, Mr. Kas' \c;s weiit lo UentUtS^ 
and th;ii an Ir.sinTeCtion bn^ke out in that 
pi'cwinct' by tlv. uH'.ms of ('.er.Y''' and 

liis 
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Ills adherents. Diirinij these troubles, tlie 
Niii)i)b inarclietl with his troops to tlie aid 
of Mr. Uasi'ings, and met liim ni Chumirj 
in the vicinity of Bcfuircs. 


A new agreement was made bcL^\oc‘n the 
Nal)ob and the Company, eonsirting <.)! seve¬ 
ral articles; but that which more ijumedi- 
atcly concerns this j)art of the Cdian>;e vviis, 
lliat the Nabob should be at liberty- to r(‘- 
suine all the Jaghires and i'en-icMiaiv Lands 
in his dominions. In the execuia'n ol this 
j>]an, Mr. HastUv'gs urgt‘d tlie Nalxd) t('» 
ituike the resumj)tion general. Hut with 
inspect to the jagliires of tiu‘ I'r- 

he in>-iste(l that an annuity should be 
paid luT, (‘(jnal to '!■ sum it was supp.oscd 
to bring in. In this resumj)tion Mr. 11.‘ ^ i ^ 
LVGs seems in some measure to have been 
inilu; ici'd, or at least acccleratetl by tlie 
reports he had lu'ard ccMiccrning* tl'a aid 
vhich Chii.YT SiN(; <!eri\ed Ir<an some of 
;lu‘se Jaghiredars, particularly the lir.or.as. 
i^ut il lie had luard no such report, reason 
and sound jjoiicy would have justified tiiC 
laeasiuw d o what can we impute th.e re¬ 
bellion 
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bcllion at IknareSy but to that weak policy 
adopted by the Supreme Council, when 
they suhered ChiKYT Sing to keep up a 
large body of troojxs, in a manner indepen¬ 
dent of the Knglish Government. I do not 
mean, that he was independent of the Kng¬ 
lish Government, for he certainly was not; 
but the Army in his pay looking no higher 
up than to their immediate Ciiief, ])ut it into 
his power to assert independence whenever 
an opportunity ohered. 


One would have thought, that the double 
game which Hui want Sing played between 
tlie Nabob Sni Aii Dovvt. a and the English 
on a former i^'casion, miglil have convinced 
theCompanv s Servants ot the absurdity of 
Iiaving too powerful a subjccl:. Such was 
lliecase witli the Hfgcms, for their jaghiircs 
were so large and po[)uloiis, iliat we iind 
tlie Toimger Bfo. m told Mr. lhusn)\v, that 
II the J'aigli^'h wcitld stand neuter, Iver son 
might do his wt>rst. Mr. Hastings saw 
the* ncix'ssitv of ' reaking this ])owcr, but 
he ought to have seen it sooner. Perhaps 
in excuse for this he miglusav, “ I saw it 

before. 
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before, but had it not in niy power/'—It 
may be so. 

The history of Europe sliews the necessity 
of having the strength of a kingdom coiu’cn- 
tered in one Government, of whatever form 
tluit (jovernment may be. Encjland was 
full of intestine commotions till Henry the 
Seventh reduced the power ol the Barons , 
and France made but a small figure, i)e- 
fove the w'hole force of tiie kingdom w’as un-' 
der the immediate contrr)! oI’ oiu^ Admini¬ 
stration. 


The resnm]>tion (M' tlie jaghirc's was cer¬ 
tainly a wi>(‘ nieasnre, and <'annot stand in 
net‘d of any dehni i Neither is it unusual 
for Sovereigns in India to revoke these 
grants ; and 1 observe that Mr. Pi rlinc; 
irave evidence to that eltecf: for siirclv the 

O * 


jjower that gave, may resume. 'The Bk- 
euMs Imd in natural justiiv a claim to an an* 
nuity of eijual value, both on account of 
(tower and of the guarantee, provided they 
had committed no acT deserving confiscati(^ii. 
Onr Legislature takes away part of any 

man's 
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nnihs land, wlicn wanted for public use, 
aii:i compels the owner to take a/i cstinnited 
coinpensaiion in money, without consulting 
Ivs iiiclinaiion. U then it be justifiable to 
ta\e away property for public convenience, 
such as new Koads, Canals, &c. liow miK'h 
ino! '' »'ea‘<oinil)le must it be, to do the same, 
though in a much higher degree, when the 
not (ioi»ig it endangers the peace and 
saiet\ ot the community. Besides, in the 
case of the Bkcjl ms, there was something 
worse tluin ordinary : the administration of 
the iairhires was in the hands of two Eu- 
luiclv, who were notoriously disaflected to 
the Nabob. It is owing to this circumstance, 
that iK)dii e([*t proof of revolt can be brought 
home to tli(‘ Br,e, v ms. Proof thicre undoubt- 
edlv is, i>ut it is circumstantial. Their 
guilt Clin onl^ be inferred from the condiK^t 
nf tlieir Ministers, for Ladies ot their rank 
> noi Iransai^l Ir.siness in public. But of 
this 1 may havi. occasion to speak here¬ 
after. 


rhere a^.u^ears to me to l;avc been great 
impropriety in interfering betw een the Na¬ 


bob 
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hoi) and liis Parents in mrv instance, unless 
the Siiprenu'Council considered tlieinaspos- 
s(\sst*d of se])arate Sovereignties. What 
would the Politicians of E’iro])e think of it, 
ir ihcT saw our Ministry guaranteeing to 
{!u‘ Mother and Clrandniotlier of the 
Kin xcif King tlK‘ir respeciive Jointures and 
Marriat»'c' ScttlcMuenls? However, as far as 
the irnarantee extended, it is incunii)e;u 

tJ 

irpon Air. IIas'mn<js to :.hc‘W tluit lie iidhe- 
red to the s])irit of it, or to assign some 
reason lor tlu' eontrarv ; otherwise*, 1 agree 
with Mr. PruKi , that tlie honour of the 
nation is tarnisheil. i think 1 have* already 
own h(‘voiKl th(' power ol oh/jet'tion or cii- 
\j 1, tluH the oi the jag'hires was 

iounded u])on jh'-ii .le-. ol prudence and 
Nound policy, cunlirincd 1)\ recciit and iatal 
(‘\peri(Mic(\ And if it lay in my power, f 
would rather institute an en(|uirv into tiie 
reason of lls not oeing d-ane sooner, than oi 
ts l)iino‘ done whe!> ii vi'-. Ikil as I ^aid 

t 

h('h)re, the Hm.im'.’ were intitlerl to an 
:‘qni\a]ent. An annuity of e(|u:il value ww: 
pro])osed, but not readily ac(‘ej)ted. They 
did not relish tlmidea ol parting; wifi? ilieir 

1) iiiduenc 



‘26 ELUCIDATION OF THE SUIijlXT OF 


influence in the country. Doubtless they 
were encouragctl to resist by their iavouritc 
Eunuchs, whose interest would be ruined by 
it. It is probable tliat they reasoned in the 
same manner as a wealthy (Jentleman does 
in this country, who sets more value on 
1(),()0()1. a year rising from an extdisive tiTuH 
of laml in some (\)unt>, tlian lie (.loes on 
IKOOoI. issuing from the 15ank, as the inte¬ 
rest of his Stock, 'riic iormer gives him 
great influence, the latter \erv little, if any. 
In tlu' resumption of the jaghires in genera!. 


the Nabob was leli 


to Ills own discretion as 


to equivalents; and piobably \Nould have 
been so with respect to his Mother, hatl not 
the C'ompany s tiiilh licen jiletiged. He was 
therelore bound to make them compensation, 
and the C'onijiany became answerable for 
the payment ol the annuities, in llie same 
manner as they did for tlieir possession of 


jaghires. 


.holt it was an useful 


commutation. 


Mr. Hasii n;s i* hi^ defence says, that 
gratil'..vie to the Nabob for bis ready assist¬ 
ance at the time he bimsefl was in cfistress 


at 
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;it Cbuua}\ was an arcossary inotivo to the 
consent he so readily gave to the resumption 
of the jaghires. "i1iat might servo as a good 
reason for exj)editing tlie business, but one 
would iia\o ihoiighl, liiat Mr. Hasiinces 
had seiiii (Miough at Uriiarcs to convince him 
oi the geiKiral tendency whicli all the sub¬ 
ordinate Clutds liave to revolt ii})on all 
occasions; and that none of ihf'in are ac¬ 
tual I v subordinate longer than t]ie\ arc* un- 
able to re sist It may be* said, that tlu'Ch//- 


of tlu* M'/oiil (r07't‘njni('f!l is, imjyriiim 
in imprrio, or rather nmlhi ifnjyriii in /n/J)('ri>>. 
Il is so ; but it is wretched polic y lor I lie 
Knghsli to adopt, whi) hold then* ])o.sm'ss ions 
in the l\<!st. fmu*h l)\ opinion as liy 


joi'cc'; and ^hl^ o[ ' etc! ICnglisli Invinci¬ 
bility grows weaher ('\ery day, '^I'o tins 
clivision of power we may alti*ibiUe all tlie 
intestine commotions in Indostan, and the 
present debility, 1 may almost say, annihi- 
^ition of the Emperor’s amliority. Tliere 
will always b(' an opjxisition, strongcT or 
weaker, to every Government ; and the dit- 
fereiice whicli Kngi.and feels betw(‘en its 
present state, and that previous toIlKNav 

the 
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the Seventh, is, that thc‘n ()pi)<)sition had 
m'oiirsc to their sworcJs, and now to tlioir 
tongues. The men are alike, the spirit is 
ali!\e, hut the means arc* altered. 


From what 1 have said, it must be allow¬ 
ed that lh(‘ resumj)tic)n of the jaghires was 
])rudcnt, wise*, and just, whether a guarante(j 
existed or not. But it strikes me as a very 
absurd conclusion, to maintain that because 
a Sovereign has granted a guarantee, he is 
not at liberty to witlidraw it, wh(‘n tlic cir- 
cumstances which induced him to make it 


are no longer the same. All secnirities of 
this kind are made under an implied, if not 
expressed proviso, that it .•^hall endun* no 
longer than the parly favoured shall (lc.scr\e 
it. The only rule whereby w(‘ ('an judge of 
tile ('oiuluc't of tile Supreme C'ouncil, is that 


ol political prudt^nce. Was it right in tlic 
rn‘:!ish Cioverm to inlerlL-re between 
t i.e X''il)ol) and !u . Fart'iits (xTlainly not^ 
if tlic Nkibob is (s;.i;,i(lcred ;• s a Sov(T(‘ign ; 
il as a Subjcv.:, per'^ips otherw ise. Was it 
right to advise', or permit iiiin to resume 
the jaghires, wltcn LAp(‘rieiice had shewn 

their 
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ilirir ill ('(jnsc'jik'iia''^ r rndoiiblcdh i! wns, 
aiul ihu l)uiliveable part is llio i;‘rantinj]^ 
()l tl’cMi), parlicularly to \\\)inc'n, wlio must 
oiUrust tlu* maiia^vnuait to other har.'Js. 

Ilaviiio* now shown wlij tlie jagliires wero 
aiul ought to be ivsur.iod, I shall j)i\)i:eod 
with tlio narrative pari. .\fV‘r the e\e'(‘ii- 
tion of iho 'Tre-aty N\ith tlu* Nabob, on t! o 
I.nth Se’ptcanbor, 17S1, loi' iho rc‘siiinplion 
of the* jaghire‘s, No. it apj)(‘ars that Mr 
llAsiiNos rooc'ivi’U); slill iiirthor iniorination 
of tlic Hi'oi M'. ha\iiifi' aidi'd i S!\<; 

in the Ib*bt“ir!on at nriuirrSy ooiueived tia* 
idea ol ronii"-aiino,' dial irra^iirc whic'h wa¬ 
in tlu* poSSC'^.'^Kn ()1 d'i‘* 0,//-7K</• li-i.lM, 
tlu* Naln)b’> .Moll -’O aiul \\irui:,aa I .--.aid 
bc’ioro, was i»uaranlood l)V .Mr. UiMsi-v 

I » « 

i'lu* MA'v'Aorus lay much si n ss uoivii \i, 
i\IiDDLK ton’s roncAvino* tlic sanu* ixiiarante.* 
to dio Vonf/crrr IhaaM in 177S. It doc's n'>t 

O 

however a})j)e*ar, that hc^ had any parlic'iilai 
authority lor it ; neitlier v un 1 percc'ive any 
use it was of, tor Nbo Ihiinow’s acd bound 
the (Company as iimi U'i the' renovation of 
tlie same Mr. Minni.i. i on could 'possibly 
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do. The giKirantce to the Toimi^cr BrouM 
is adinitted. It is tlial to the Elder only 
vvliicli appears to he in dispute. But even 
tliis is ill re.ility ot little (‘onscqueiire, for 
tile two Ladies were* so blended tosjether in 
every aet, lliat whatever involved one*, in- 
volved the other also. 


'I1ie two Ih'.c-i’Ms are eonroiindcd together 
ev(‘n by (jentleinen well aeijiiaintetl with In¬ 
dia in general. I'lie Natives of India ob- 
st'i’ve it iviolisli re\erenee in sjieaking or 
writing of jier-oiis of high rank : they do 
not like to n.enlion Mieii’ n.ieies, piirtii'ii- 
ktrlv ot woincrg iinu nee m soni<' of the 
Letters in t!ie Iku/k-. oi Lviden.'t', there is an 
appaunt obscurity it> to tlie Liidy nu'ant. 
1 lie iiu t i.;, tin prineipal shaie ot jiowor 
was in tire hands oi t'';.* Ib'Oi’M, but 

the* Elder w<is the Adviser and Dire(‘'frc'ss in 
ne rniiigs, d :.e is .>})onsiiMiily lay w'itU 
• ioi ur.r, iis far .is it eonld lay with a I.,ady 
ill a /i'njrj 


In N(.>\eK‘>lKr 17-'u 
was about to pay the 


as Sir fanj ah Impky 
?sabob a visit at Luck- 
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Mr. Ha.stin(3.s sent bv hiiTi a verbal 
nicssaii;c to Mr. Miodi.k i on, the purport 
oi whicli was, tliat it llie Nai>ob were in¬ 
clined to confiscate or lake })o.ssesslon ol 
that treasure, wlui'h had lornierly been in 
dispute between him ami his Mother, the 
i 2 ^uarantee would not be j)leacled a^’ainst 
iiim. I do not know that thesi? are tin 
precise w'ords; but llte spirit, I lake to 
amount to this, that tlu' Nabol) Uiiolit, it he 
thou; 2 ,ht proper, tiiki* ]'('s.se^sij>!i ol'th.e trea¬ 
sure. 


'i bis is scHMniitiilv tirenitous, but llu're 
was nc) method <d iitterlerint;' with the Nt)" 
bob’s Cio\eriiniei.‘. la; Jii the waN (>1 ad\iee 
and ivcoimnemiatieii ---It was well ke.own 
that tite Nabob lono('d ior an opi'^oitunitv 
ti) j)ossess himseir ol that treasure, wh.ieti h(‘ 
always laid considered as uiijnsily with-held 
Irom him. 


'Idle Managuks take womkrliil ad\au- 

ta.ge of this eircumstaiu c*: 1 mean the siiip- 

eestion nuide by Mr. IIasiings in the wa>‘ 

I have UK'ntioned.—d'hu advisino a S«a) to 

« ' 

i'oi; 
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rob his Mother, is by them placed in a 
thousand different lights.—It Certainly had 
a great effect upon the House of Commons, 
Avhen Mr. Sheridan oj)ened this Article:— 
his Speech also had some effect upon the 
Audience in W'cstininster Hall.—I have 
sometimes thought that it would save a deal 
of trouble, if ewery Advocate and Orator on 
lh(' accusing side of the (|ucstion, were obli- 
i^ed to take an Oath that he would not di- 
rectlyor indirectly endeavour to make others 
believe what lie did not believe himself, or 
to take a similar Oath at the end of his 
Si)eech, that he had not mis-stated any fact 
wilfully, nor represented any thing better 
or worse tlian lie really believed it to be. 
1 would lay this tax only on the accuser. 
Hiimanitv makes great allowance lor the 
accused. It is natural lor a man to deny 
guilt: self-jireservation justifies it; but there 
appears to be so’ K‘thing unpardonable in 
imputing ('riminainy,when undeserved, and 
also in torturing aCts into guilt by misre¬ 
presentation. 


Wlicn 
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When Mr. Sheridan was talking of the 
tender Son, how much it would lia\e taken 
oft from the brilliancy of his colouring, had 
lie said to the audience in the next sentence: 


But remembery there zeus no time zvben the A j- 
bob zvould not have done this very act, if not re¬ 
strained by the Company. And if he had addcid. 


this tender Son zvas so cruel as to deprive bis 
(irandm other rf the alloivamrs set I led by his Fa- 
thei^and drove her to the res Julion of flying from 
his Dominions, unless the Company zvouhl prote^. 
her. How much would it have allecled tlie 


pathetic part of his Oration, had he stated, 
that these very treasures were unjustly de¬ 
tained by an avaricious Mother from a needy 
and dismissed Son. Yet Mr. Sheridan 


knew most of these circumstances perfedily 
well, when he made his Oration of lour days 
length in Westminster Hall. He might say, 
and it is the only thing he could say, 1 do 
not lielieve one syllable that malu's in favour 
of Mr. Hastings, but 1 implicitly believe 
all that appears or can be made appear 
iigainst him. I cannot help saying, tliough 
perle6lly uninterested in the fate of Mr, 
Hastings, or in the event of the Trial, that 

E the 
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the knowledge winch I possess of the sub¬ 
ject, gave me tliat disgusting kind of view 
which a person unaccustomed to plays is 
liable to, and always feels, upon i emoving 
from the front boxes to behind the scenes, 
Mr. SiiEiiiDAN understands the human mind: 
he knows how inflammable it is, and he 
knows how to warm it, and to cool it: lie 
can mould it to his own likinix. He knows 
that few pco])le possess a mind like his 
own, that is capable of surveying a large' 
Edifice at one comprchc'iisive glance: he 
knows also, liow to fix tlic observer's eye 
upon that j)art which may serve his own 
pnrpt;sc, by exciting either })lcasurc or dis¬ 
gust . 


1 havv' lK‘en led into these digressive re- 
fleeti(;ns by referring to that Gentlcinaii's 
Speech to refresh my /nemory, in regard to 
a particular circumstaiye I shall soon have 
occasion to stati*. --I have just laid It down, 
impressed with two vwy contrary senti¬ 
ments : I iecl a lilgh degnv ot ]>ily for the 
weakness of tliose minds whicli cai.not he 
seduced by sounding jKTiods, and a still 

higher 
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iii^'her dcgrccof admiration at the Elocution 
of the ingenious Speaker. 


To form a tolerable judgment of the me¬ 
rit or demerit of Mr. Hastings’s coikUk:^, 
you must enter into all his views and inten¬ 
tions when he left Calcutta to visit the Upper 
Provinces, and to settle the dispute with 
CiiEVT Si\(;. These I shall state, as far as 
I can collect them from tlie several accounts 
he has given himself, from tlie knowledge I 
Jiad through other channels, and ifom tlu* 
observations made by llie Mana('. r.us during 
the trial. Mr. Hastings's iirst obj(*(';L was 
certainly the procurenient of money, with- 
)ut which it was im[>ossible for the wheels 
d (Government to move at all. 


I cannot avoid remarking in this place, 
that whatever errors Mr. IIasiincjs may 
have commitl(‘d, he was driven into themb^ 
a solecism in ])oliti('s. I say a solecism in 
politics, yet 1 do not know where to fix the 
blame.—What 1 allude to, is the appoint¬ 
ment of a Council to govern a kingclom ; to 
wage war, and perform every other acc oi 

Sovereigntv. 
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Sovereignty, without pointing out sonic 
mode of raising extraordinary supplies for 
extraordinary occasions. Every body knows, 
that in all States, there are times when the 
produ6t of the year will not defray the ex- 
penccs of the year. What tlien is to be 
done ? I’he Council have only the choice of 
illegalities—take what steps tlicy will, and 
they must be condemned at all events, of 
a6ting illegally (I mean witli rcspedl to the 
Laws of Great Britain) if thev are tried bv 
Englishmen ; for many peoiile of this 
country have no idea of any thing being le¬ 
gal and just, which has not the sanction of 
Parliament, without ever considering, that 
in India there is no Parliament to consult. 
—Another consideration with Mr. Hast- 
iNCis seems to have been the correction of 
some evils in tlic Nabob's Cjovernment, 
whose wealth and »esourex's were found to 
bc' on tlie decline, aid unable to support 
^he army, there being at that time near a 
third of our military ‘Establishment in the 
Nabob's dominions, and in his pay. Pro¬ 
bably he might then have had in contem¬ 
plation the resumption of some, or all the 

jaghires ; 
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jaghircs ; for the Nabob had granted away 
so many as to diminish his Revenue without 
diminishing liis expences. He doubtless had 
other views, but these were the most con¬ 
spicuous. It happened with him, as it does 
with most others, that in the j^rosecution of 
one design, another design grows out oi it; 
that is, unexpe(!:ted events liappen, which 
iieneratc other events. The rebellion of 


CiiEYT Sing was certainly an incident that 
deranged Mr. Hastings's plan ; but it is to 
that rebellion we must attribute the conduct 


of the Hegcm ; lor tlioiexli slie mi<^ht liavc 
entertained ill will to the English, she 
would have coiK'ealec! it till a ht opportunity 
occurred of manil.’ Jiur it. The atfair at 
Bnuircs was like a shower oF rain, which 
brings forth the weeds ; but the seeds were* 
in the earth before. No doubt, when Mr. 
Hastings was well assured of the Begum's 


disaHe(^:iion to the English (bnernment, and 
<jI her havine; lent aid toCiiEVT Sixt;, he 
conceived the idea, not of punishing her, 
for her sex woukl not allow- of it, but ot de¬ 
priving her of the means of lutiire miscliiet. 
But as to tiie jaghires, he ino.st likely would 

have 
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have advised or permitted the resiim})tion ot 
them, let the Begums have acted how they 
would ; hut they would hiive had a pecu¬ 
niary equivalent. 


'I'herc is one thing which has often oc¬ 
curred to my mind, when reflecting on the 
ciTK'ity of taking away the jaghires and trea¬ 
sures, as described bv Mr. Siikkidan ; but 
it has not been drawn into argument by 
either party: it is, that the only peoj)le 
really and Irma Jida injured by taking away 
the jaghires, were the txvo Kumu'hs, her 
Ih’ime Ministers. Theirs was the real 
power, and tliey l»ad all the inihience. d'he 
Bkcjum could, from her situation and con- 
liiu'mcnt, do nothing but by the advice of 
these men. A woman se('hided Irom view 


in a Zt'ihwa^ c'ouldi be but a mere tool or 
irjachine in the liandsof her ministei's. They 
wrote an<l dictated all her letters. It is ini- 


p(;ssib]e to Ihive Ixvn otherwise. The very 
idea of sutlerino; two Eunuchs, under the 
name of the Be(jum, to ma.nage a large 
province, is absurd in the extreme, and 
could have been suHered only by want of 

consideration, 
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ro’.isick raticMi, or the means to alter it. You 
see tliesi, Mr. H vs'i'iNGs could not have had 
ail idcaol* vindictive justice towards the Be- 
GiM, whatever lie mii^ht liave had towards 
her Kuiuichs. The former was beyond his 
reaeli, whatever his iiidinations mip'ht have 
been : the latter were amenable to justice in 
their persons, and certainly ought to an-^wei' 
for their mal-administration, as much as a 
minister in this kii.u'dom would do in like 
circumstances : I may sa}^, a great deal more, 
Ibr many reprela'iisibie measures in this 
country, wliich have been imputed to tlu' 
Minister of llu‘f!a>, ditl not orii»ii;alc‘ with 
him. lie was consecpienlly MaineiiLie {'>r 
the execution t»iil> , '.ait th.e Hi i ms’ Iva- 
nuchs Vverc‘ tlu; autlu'i's and executors oi 
every act, good or Oral. So early as l!ie 
year 177.7, Mr. Baisiow speaking of these 
men, says, liiat lliey preservc‘d a tohil inde- 
jvndrmr ufyon ILy iind his Mmisiers, n - 

jiiHul <)ht\iic}n\* to bis ivn.'iihfUihSf and Inujl the 
offiirrs ojdds irffirr/inuoiL. I would liirc ha\c" 
it be uiKler.stood in genera!, tliat wlien I 
speak ot the disakeelion and setlilious dis¬ 
position ol I he Ib'ci 'Ms, I lollow tlie lan- 

iruasi’c^ 
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guage of the Accusers and the Accused ; for 
in my opinion, the Eunuchs wore princi¬ 
pally, if not wholly culpable. 


1 said in a former part of tliis Letter, that 
after Mr. Hastings received wliat he 
thought decisive testimony against the Be¬ 
gums, he conceived the idea of confiscating 
t!io treasure of which I luive said so much. 
It is not perfectly ascertained, at least I can¬ 
not ii’.ake it out irom comparing the evi- 
dc’nce, whctlier it arose from II'iDEK Beg, 


the Nabob’s ac’ting Minister, from Mr, 
Hastings himself, or from Sir Elijah Im¬ 
ply. The latter sj)caks of it as an idea of 
his own suggesting ; but the most probable 


thing is, and it is f.tated by Mr. Sheridan 
\n his speech, that it was first proposed to 
Mr. Hastings by Hydkr Bk;, through the 
nu nis of Ally 1iu{AHkem ; but in my opi¬ 


nion, it is very ill worth iiujuiring into. 


Certain it is, that Sii 


Kt.ijaii Imply gave 


liis oj^inioii in favour the legality of it, 
foimdeu on the suppo'+ition that the Be- 
gl'^ts had been guilty (^f hostility, either by 

causing 
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causing ihsurredlions, or secretly aiding 
Cheyt Sing. 


I have already taken notice of Sir Eli jah^s 
going to Lucknow, and al^ of the coin- 
mission he was to execute ; but it happened 
that in a conversation with Mr. Hastings, 
concerning tlVe kevolution which had jiist 
then taken place in Benares, he expressed an 
idea, that as Mr. Hastings had many ene¬ 
mies in England, it might be adviseable for 
liim to collect Affidavits in proof of those 
ladts which had led to the Revolution above- 


mentioned. Mr. Hastings caught the idea, 
and a])provcd of it; in my opinion very in¬ 
judiciously. In‘this opinion I do not expe<^:t 
many supporters, but my reasons arc these 
—Affidavits are to remove doiibts, but a 
Rebellion cannot be a doubtful thing; its 
consequences are felt far and near> and the 
report of it spreads, uncontradic^'.tcd, through 
whole countries. You often hear various 
accounts as to the minutiie, but no man 
doubts of any of the rebellions he reads of 
in the English History. Besides, greater 
revolutions liavc been effe6ted in India, and 

F the 
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the Dire6lors relied upon the veracity of 
their Government for the statement of fa<5ls. 
Add to this, the idea of defending before ac¬ 
cusation, implies guilt. I must say, I do 
much disapprove of Sir Elijah's advice, and 
blame Mr. Hastings for accepting it. Sir 
Elijah is esteemed a man of great profes¬ 
sional abilities, and of a very superior un¬ 
derstanding : he may have many obje£lionr, 
to what I have stated, but my mind cannot 
of itself strike out any good reason for 
taking those Affidavits. 

There is one mistake, however, into which 
the Managers seem to have fallen, for they 
speak of the Affidavits as having been col¬ 
lected to establish the guilt of the Begums, 
whereas that was not the object of themw 
The scheme of confiscating the treasure was 
adopted previous to the taking of the Affi¬ 
davits. They were intended to justify what 
liad happened at Ber<ares, and all that relates 
to the Begums came in collaterally ; for the 
deponents gave in of themselves all that 
they knew of the troubles in general. 


Had 
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Had tliese Affidavits been collefted for the 
purpose of criminating the Begums, they 
would have been much more full and ex¬ 
plicit, that is to say, Mr. Middleton would 
have informed those who made the Aifida- 
vits, that they must be particular in stating 
all they knew cx)ncerning these Ladies and 
their dependents. Mr. Sheridan took 
great advantage of this want of point, and 
infers from it, that Mr. Hastings could 
get no better proof to rely upon ; whereas 
the fail is, Mr. Hastings never tried to 
( olleil a body of evidence against the Be¬ 
gums ; as it came in collaterally, and almost 
accidentally, he availed himself of their con¬ 
tents, when he found himself attacked upon 
this article. This distinition seems to be 
understood by very few of those with whom 
I have conversed on the subjeil. 1 know 
three officers, now in London, who conversed 
with some prisoners taken during the re¬ 
bellion of Cheyt Sing, at Pateeta or 
Lutteefpore, who declared they were of 
that party of Nujeebs who were sent by 
the Begums from Fyzabad, and I believe 
from Colonel Popham. to the youngest 

officer 
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officer in his canipi the fa6l was never 
doubted, nor disputed. This is a circum- 
stance. I should not mention now, if the 

4 » i ' f 

Gentl^jmen to whom I allude had not been 
summoned to give evidence in Wesminster 
Hall; and I must sav, that Mr. Sheridan 
never displayed his abilities to greater ad¬ 
vantage, than in t}ie management of. his 
evidence; I mean by contriving to keep, 
back those Gentlemen who could have 
proved more than enough to spoil his 
speech. 

Nothing but the taking of these Affida¬ 
vits could have suggested to Mr. Pitt thp 
idea of bringing the,BE<?uMs to trial l^efpre 
the treasures wiere confiscated. But Mr. 
Pitt did. not. consider the impossibility of 
doing that :—their sex, the ciistoip of the 
country, and. a variety of other, obstacles, 
arose in the, way. Mr. H^^t/nqs had no 
judicial authority over any^. persqp in the 
Nabob's dominions, much dess over. Ids Pa- 

, , ; ’ . * I ''V 

rents. Witji respect.to thejn, he^.vi[^. only 
guarantee, wliiciv security they forfeited, an.d 
he withdrew of course. Mr, Pitt, might .say, 

the 
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the Nahpb in s^oiipe* way or other» 

hs|ye given then> a, f^ir h^jing; blit such 
an idea coi^jd- originate oply frQin want of 
Ivjiowing.thqCoiistitutiQn of.the Mogul Go- 
veriimeqt. There is np Qoufjt of Justice to 
decide between the Sovereign apd: the Spb- 
je6t: the former admits of no authority or 
judgment superior to his own. TThe Mo^ 
narch does not ereft a tribunal, and become 
Plaintiff in his Court, as thcKi^o of Gri;at 
Britain does. He hears, determines, and 
punishes from his own discretion alone: he 
makers his own judgment tlie rule pf evi¬ 
dence, It is not so in the inferior Courts, 
for there, in cases between snbje.6t and* sub¬ 
ject, the rules of evidence arq closely ad¬ 
hered to ; but I never yet heard of a State. 
Trial or Im.peachment in India. 

Sir Elijah, at the time he went.tq Luck* 
mw to take the affidavits, executed his com^ 
mission also with respefl: to confiscating the 
treasures. The Nabob accordingly applied 
fqr.permission .1 which wns granted of course* 
But.though, as I.observed before, the idea 
of confiscating the treasure originated «with 

his 
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his own Minister, the Nabob now wanted to 
make the confiscation an alternative for, the 
general resumption of the jaghires, that is 
to say, he wished to be excused from taking 
the jaghires from the Orderlies, but ex¬ 
pressed no relu61ance with regard to thase 
held by the Begums. There appears to be 
an instability in the Nabob's conduct 
throughout all this business, not easily re¬ 
concilable at first sight with common sense. 
But the cause of it is accounted for, by re¬ 
collecting that Mr. Hastings pressed him 
very hard to make the resumption general 
and as that measure would involve many of 
his particular favourites in ruin, the Nabob 
would rather have fort?gone the whole plan 
than injure them. These men, who had so 
strong an influence over the mind of their 
Master, were a set ot Orderlies, who owed 
their promotion tu disgraceful services. 
Though the Nabob left Cbmiar the latter 
end of Septcmbei*, intending, as it was be¬ 
lieved, to begin the re^iumption of the jag- 
hires immediately, nothing was done du¬ 
ring the next month, and part of No¬ 
vember. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Middleton, whose influence with 
the Nabob was nuich relied on by Mr. 
Hastings, was cither very dilatory, or very 
unsuccessful. And to hasten this gentle¬ 
man in his endeavours, was another obje6l 
of Sir Elijah's journey to Lucknozv, It 
were needless to enter into a narrative of 
•Mr. Middleton's excuses, which appear 
rather contradictory, at least to iny under¬ 
standing. The alternative of confiscating 
the treasure, ir'.stead of resuming the jag- 
hires, was not accepted by Mr. Hastings. 
On the contrary, he pressed the Nabob to 
adopt both measures, to wliicli he was at 
times consenting, and at times adverse ; 
however, the result was, that both were car¬ 
ried into efici^t, thoiigii not without much 
difficulty.—The .two Eunuchs, wlio w'cre 
the Begums' Prime Ministers, were con¬ 
fined for some time, before they could be 
prevailed upon to give up, or discover the 
concealed treasun*. 


There certainly is one objection which 
must naturally occur to the mind of every 

attentive 
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attentive reader* namely, why was not the 
Nabob suffered to follow Ms owh inclrna- 
libiis upon these two proj^ositiorfs ? The 
only answer that Kugj^esfts Itself to my mind 
is, that the Nabob Asotph ul Dow la, is ah 
extremely weak man, totally imqualified for 
any public station in life ; that Hyder Beg 
Cawn, his adling Mi'nisfer, has for many 
years in faift, managed all the busi¬ 
ness of the SubuMary ; tliAt he dors so 
at this hour, under the auspices of LOtd 
Cornwallis, for his Lordship represents 
the Nabob's chara61:cr nearly as I haVe done; 
and though he does hot interfere dire6lly 
with the Nabob s Government, he telies up¬ 
on the Minister, and consequently supports 
hirh. HYDEk Beg Cawn knows that his 
office depends lipott the countenance and in¬ 
terest of his Lordship, and therefore Studies 
his will and pleasure. The Nabob is sensi¬ 
ble of his ihability to displace the Minister, 
without breaking with the English Govern¬ 
ment, and is of course obliged to follow the 
advice and suggestions of his Minister. The 
same influence prevails in the Nabob's Coun- 
oik now as it did: under the former Admini¬ 
stration 
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stration in India, though perhaps more cir¬ 
cuitously. 

Hyder Beg was strenuous both tor the re¬ 
sumption of the jaghires and the confiscation 
of the treasures: he was not biassed by the 
same partialities to undeserving objects as the 
Nabob was. He knew the danger of entrust¬ 
ing the Eunuchs with power, and the ill use 
they had made, and might again make, of 
the treasure in the possession of their Mis¬ 
tress. He knew also the weakness of the 
title under which she held it. He, as the 
afting, and only intelligent Minister, was 
well acquainted with the disordered state of 
his Master's finances ; the vast debt, near a 
million and a half, which he owed to the 
India Company ; and the utter impossibility 
of paying any part of it, or even of pre¬ 
venting the troops from mutinying, >Vithout 
a speedy supply of money—he, I say, 
knowing all these circumstances, was stre¬ 
nuous and urgent both for the resumption 
of the jaghires, and the confiscation of the 
treasures. The Nabob was, like many 
other weak Princes, compelled in a manner 

G by 
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by his Minister to consult and adt tor the 
good of the State. 


I have all along called it a Confiscation, in 
which I have followed authority ; but as 
many as are of opinion that Mr. Bristow s 
guarantee was injuriously forced 'upon the 
Nabob, will quarrel with the term, and say 
that it was nothing more than the Nabob s 
taking his just, and long-withheld right. 
But I am speaking of fa«5ts which will be 
equally true, though I may err in the choice 
of terms. 


The sums of money obtained from the 
Begum, together with jewels and other 
valuables, amounted to about sixty lacks of 
rupees, or 600,000l. sterling. The whole 
was not obtained at once, but received at 
different times, as the Begum and her Mi¬ 
nisters could be prevailed on to part with it. 
Mr. Sheridan, in his Summary of the 
Evidence on this Charge, dwelt much on 
the cruelties practised on the Euuuchs; but 
I am told he was not so very pathetic before 

the 
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the Lords as he had been before the Com- 
mons> when he first opened this Charge. 

Here it is necessary to observe a little on 
the difference of Customs in England and In-- 
dostan :—in the former, a man glories in 
being able to pay, and in having paid his 
debts. In the latter, he boasts among his 
friends, of having evaded them. Bat in all 
C ountries where debtors refuse, or ngleft 
payment, some sort of personal severity is 
made use of. Without it, the recovery of 
debts would be very precarious all over the 
World. It took up much time during the 
trial of this Article, to investigate the mode 
in which the Eunuchs liad lx?cn treated, and 
also to enquire into the sufferings of the 
Ladies of the Kbord Mahal, Kbord Mahal 
signifies a little palace, and in this instance, 
it means a separate building, where the La¬ 
dies of the Seraglio resided. I apprehend 
its inhabitants must have been principally 
inferior Concubines, and natural Children of 
the late Nabob Sujah Do^yLA. As far as I 
could collect from the evidence of Major 
Gilpin and others, the inconveniences which 

these 



ELUCIDATION OF THE SUBJECT OF 

these Ladies sufferod* arose principally from 
failure of returns from certain assignments 
settled for their support, and would have 
happened equally, if the Begums had been 
in possession of their treasures and jag- 
hires. 

Much evidence was brought as to the 
manner in which the Begums' palace was 
surrounded by the Sepoys, and the incon¬ 
venience which they consequently suffered. 
But I understood this was conduced by the 
Nabob and his Ministers, who certainly best 
knew how to compel restitution of property, 
without infringing the laws of decency and 
punftilio. As they cannot enter the Zenana 
in the same* manner a Sheriff's-officer does 
the house of a resisting debtor, with a writ 
of execution, they arc necessarily driven to 
surround the place, and prevent ingress and 
egress. There must be some way of en¬ 
forcing the law upoii women as well as men, 
let their rank be what it may; and it 
seems the mode adopted was the best, if not 
the only one. 


I believe 



MR. Hastings's impeachment. S 5 

I believe also, that the Sepoys which 
surrounded the Zenana were the Nabob's 
own, or if they were the Company's, the 
orders for their conduiit came from the Na¬ 
bob originally. I do not see that this En¬ 
quiry, let it turn out as it may, can affeA 
Mr. Hastings, for he was not present. 
He can be answerable for no more than the 
permitting, encouraging, apd persuading 
the Nabob to confiscate the treasures. If 
that measure was right, the mode of execu¬ 
tion cannot make it wTong. If the Begum 
was wrong in detaining the treasure, all the 
inconvenience she was put to, was imputable 
to her own obstinacy. The whole merit or 
demerit must depend entirely on the with¬ 
drawing the guarantee, and encouraging, 
or even insisting on the confiscation. 

There is to be sure an immense mass of 

m 

matter in this Article, for it fills up a folio 
volume, exclusive of many very long speeches, 
probably, if printed, enough to fill another 
volume in folio; but the principal points may 
be brought into a very small circle indeed. 
The pith of what the Managers say, is 
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as follows:—First> they endeavour to prove 
that the treasure was the property of tho 
younger Begum, left by her Husband for the 
support of the several branches of Ins Fa¬ 
mily ; bwt of this I cannot discover a vestige 
of evidence, either written or oral. Then 
they endeavour to support lier title to the 
treasure from tlie sacredness of the place 
wliere it was deposited, namely, the Zenana ; 
but I have commented on the Zenana Lore 
already. Next they say, if both these 
titles fail, the Company's guarantee cures all 
former defefts, and that the resumption of 
the jaghires was also a violation of the same 
guarantee. As Mr. Hastings has already 
given in his defence to the House of Com¬ 
mons, they are enabled to combat the argu¬ 
ments he is expefted to bring in vindication 
of his conduct; and they consequently main¬ 
tain that the Begu.^js never assisted Cheyt 
Sing with men or money; that the troops 
found in Cheyt Sing's Army, which were 
ill India supposed to have come from Fyza-^ 
bad, the Begum's residence, a6tually came 
from Lucknow, the Nabob's Capital. This 
assertion may be true, but it is at war with 

common 
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coHinion sense. It must have been very dif¬ 
ficult, I might say impossible, to enlist a 
body of men to serve against the P^nglish at 
LucktiffiV, where so many English Gentlemen 
resided, without the circumstance coming to 
their knowledge. Had the Nabob encou¬ 
raged such a thing, it would have amounted 
almost to a declaration of hostilities. 

Having endeavoured to shew that the Re- 
GUM and her Ministers had committed no 
act of forfeiture, tliey proceed to shew, that 
no State Necessity existed, that is, that the 
English Government had* made a Treaty of 
IVace with Sindia, one of the Mharatta 
Chiefs, and had bt^en su .'cessfiil on the coast, 
consequently the Company's afiairs was se¬ 
cure from danger, and the Troops in no 
want of money. In this manner they pre¬ 
clude every kind of defence, by saying— 
You did not confiscate the treasure tor any 
act of the Begum, or her Minister ; nor 
were you under the necessity of raising 
money out of the ordinary way to carry on 
the war. 


When 
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When a person in England, and who ne-*- 
ver was out of Europe in his life, undertakes 
to prove, in defiance of, and in opposition 
to the testimony of several Gentlemen who 
were on the spot, that no insurrection broke 
out, and that no aCt of hostility was com¬ 
mitted by the inhabitants of a Province in 
Asia; I say, when a person undertakes that 
task, every hearer must at least give him 
credit for great courage and resolution.. But 
should the same person, in contradiction to 
what passed under my own eye, in contradic¬ 
tion to thousands of documents, which prove 
that the War in India lasted long after the 
Treaty with Sindia and the seizmre of the 
treasures—should the same person, I say, 
rise up against all these contradictions sta¬ 
ring him in the face, and tell us that no 
State necessity existed in India in the year 
1781— —what must my o] union be of the cou^ 
rage and abilities of that man ? 

The Managers lay great stress on the 
active part Mr. Hastings took in urging 
the Nabob to confiscate the treasure, and to 
resiune the jaghires of his parents. They 
accuse Mr. Hastings also of subornation 

of 
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of Letters, a term I do not understand well 
enough myself to explain it to others. They 
say also, that he carried on with the Resi¬ 
dent at the Nabob's Court, two kinds of cor¬ 
respondence, one public and another private. 
They lay heavy stress on his sending or per¬ 
mitting Sir Elijah to collect Affidavits, 
which they consider as done rather to jus¬ 
tify a future aft of violence, than to dis¬ 
cover the truth of what had passed. But I 
shewed in a former part of this Letter, that 
the Affidavits were taken to convince the 
Company at home of the causes of Cheyt 
Sing's Rebellion, and that all that came in 
concerning the aid lent him by the BeSums, 
was collateral, and merely the overflowing 
of the minds of those who made the Affida¬ 
vits, that is, being desired to state all they 
knew concerning the troubles in the Upper 
Provinces, they stated what they knew and 
heard respefting the Begum and h^r Mi¬ 
nisters. 

The Managers say also, that the Rebel¬ 
lions which broke our in Oude and its vici¬ 
nity, during the troubles of Benares, were 

H occa- 
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occasioned by the oppressions of Colonel 
Hannay, who was at that time a Military 
Colleftor in certain Distri(!:ts of the Nabob's 
Dominions. These arc not all the items or 
allegations ; but they are the most striking 
ieatures in the Second Article of Impeach¬ 
ment. The Managers also charge Mr. 
II A.s iTNGs with receiving a hundred thou¬ 
sand j)oiiiids, as a present from the Nabob, 
at the time the Treaty was settled at 
This sum was carried to the Company's cre¬ 
dit ; but they impute tlic 'd6i to fear of de¬ 
tection. I have taken no notice before of 
this present, because tlierc is a particular ar¬ 
ticle of Impeachment dedicated principally 
to tlie subjcft of Presents, and which is now 
under proof. 

I do not know how Mr. Hastings will 
fend himself against these allegations, it 
being now entrusted to council, who, you 
know, mechanically (if I may use such a 
word in this place), deny all that cannot 
legally be })roved agaiiu^t their Client. This, 
no doubt, is a very proper mode of defence, 
and so common among Lawyers, that a pro¬ 
fessional 
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m 

fessional man would be condemned by his 
brethren, he did not adopt it. But 
though 1 am ignorant as to the defence 
which will now be set up, or offered in a 
Court of Justice, I can state the substance 
of what Mr. Hastings has already said in 
answer to the allegations. He insists that 
the treasures were the property of the 
State ;—that Mr. Bui stow ac^led wrong in 
making the guarantee, but as he did make 
It with the approbation of the majority of 
the Supreme Council, the Company was 
hound by the guarantee, until the miscon¬ 
duct of the Begums forfeited it;—tliat the 
Begum did forfeit her claim to proteclion, 
by the aid she lent to Ciikvt Sing, of 
which he had proofs satisfac^tory to his own 
mind ;—that the resumption of the jaghircs 
was politically necessary;—but that he in¬ 
tended her an annuity of equal value, gua¬ 
ranteed in the same manner as lier jaghires 
had been that a State Nc'cessity did ex¬ 
ist at the time he consented to the Nabob's 
taking possession of the treasures, which his 
mother with-held from him ;—that in em¬ 
ploying Sir Elijah Impey to receive 

the 
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th^ Affidavits, he thought the rank of 
the Chief Magistrate would jgive additional 
weight to theni. It is not meant that it 
could verify them, but that it would prov« 
that the Deponents really did swear to their 
contents, which might otherwise have been 
dpubted. It is probable Mr. Hastings 
might be led into taking the Affidavits, by 
the refledtion that he did not enjoy the con¬ 
fidence of the Dire6tors at that period, 
though he did that of the Proprietary. 

Mr. Hastings denies the insurreftions in 
the Begum's jaghire lands having been oc¬ 
casioned by the exactions of Colonel H an¬ 
na y. I did not observe in reading the 
evidence through, any probability of Colo¬ 
nel Hannay's having excited or caused the 
disturbances in the Begum's jaghire lands. 
I do not see the possibility of it, as he had no¬ 
thing to do with her districts. With respeft 
to the subornation of Letters, I do not know 
what Mr. Hastings will say, .nor do I well 
know what the word means, when applied to 
letter writing. If the Managers mean, 
that Mr- Hastings procured such Letters to 

be 
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be written by the natives as would serve to 
colour or justify his own conduil, it can 
only be said, that if he did aft in that man¬ 
ner, it must have been owing to the oppo^ 
sition he constantly met with in Council; no 
man ever does an aft indireftly, that he can 
effeft by dire6l means. No man who has 
not been a witness to the pernicious clFedts 
of a perpetually shifting balance of power, 
can form an adequate idea of tlic chfhcultics 
a (jovernor-General must be under, when 
opposed by the Members of his Council. 
He was b)^ duty bound to propose plans for 
various operations, particularly in time of 
war, and when his plans were approved by 
the Council, nothing was more common than 
to have them checked in the middle by some 
obje6lion or other. These difficulties drove 
him unavoidably to things which he would 
gladly have left undone, if his plans possi¬ 
bly could have been effefted by direft means. 
It was precisely the case of a ship having the 
harbour in view, with a foul wind: to make 
the port, she must make many traverses^ 
and alter her tack very often. 


To 
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To an observer who did not know the Pi¬ 
lot's intention, these frequent changes in the 
course would appear unacco;?ntable and ab¬ 
surd ; but the sailors, who knew the objeft; 
ai'o not at all surprised at it. Astronomers 
were long puzzled to account for the appa¬ 
rent irregularities in the planetary move- 
men Is, hut when lheyere61;ed a scheme, and 
]Maced the eye in the centre of the Sun, they 
obtained an inunediate solution of appear¬ 
ances, and found the motions of the planets 
to be regular and uniform. 

There is no v/ay whereby you can account 
for Mr. II AsiTNGs’s condii6t satisfa6h>rily, 
without taking into consideration the dif- 
ficiilties he had to contend with, and the 
objccls lie had in view. To preserve the 
Company's ]K55sessions, in a very dangerous 
and co’iiplicaled wa<% was his principal ob- 
jeeh i may say, as far as I can judge, his 
oiiiy one. but the daficulties which he had 
to encounter Wv'\ incumcrable; the Court 
of Dire(''b>rs rlisapproved of almost every 
means lie made me of to raise money, though 
they never pointed out to him any mode of 

Supply. 
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Supply. On the contrary, they still expeft- 
ed the same Investment in time of war as 
they did in peace. And here, by the bye, 
I cannot lielp commenting a little on one 
striking absurdity which exists in the Beti- 
gal Government. The C ompany require 
two millions sterling annually to be drawn 
from Bengal by way of Investment, or to 
be sent to Madras and Bombay ; yet after all 
these exadlions, they expe6t the country to 
flourish, and wonder that it does not. Nei¬ 
ther the Directors nor the Manaoers seem 
to consider the diftlTCiice that must unavoi¬ 
dably take place in the state of two coun¬ 
tries governed upon two diametrically op¬ 
posite principles. 7‘his kingdom is governed 
with an eye to its ow n prosperity and ad¬ 
vantage ; but Bengal is governed with an 
eye, not to its owm prosperity, but to the 
prosperity and advantage of Great Britain. 
It is in my opinion, extremely absurd to ex- 
pe<Sl the same effec^l: from two causes so to¬ 
tally different. 

I cannot help comparing this system of 
Government to the management of a Far¬ 
mer. 
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nier, wl\o having two Estates, carries all 
the manure to one Estate only, and thiiB 
having robbed one to improve the other, he 
wonders that both do not bear equally good 
crops. If any person seriously considers 
the drain of Treasure from Bengal in the 
last war, and since the peace, he will be 
astonished to find the country in so very 
flourishing a state. It carries conviftion to 
my mind, that the British Government is by 
far the best and the most lenient, that Ben¬ 
gal has experienced, since the original inva¬ 
sion of it, by the Mahommedans. 

That a State Necessity did exist, I can 
speak from my own knowledge; 1 mean, 
that the troops must in the end have muti¬ 
nied, had not treasure been procured by 
some means or other. For my own part, 
I know of no other resource at that period, 
than that which was iulopted ; but it is pro¬ 
bable, that, if the Begums had not been 
hostile to the English Interest, and tliereby 
forfeited all claim to prote6lion, Mr. Hast¬ 
ings would have tried to borrow the mOriey 
upon the Company's security. I do not 

know 
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know that this plan was in his mind, but it 
seems to me to have been such as a reason¬ 
able man would have tliought of. Neither 
do 1 think the Begum would have objected 
to the Company's security. To Mr. Hast¬ 
ings, considered either in his private or 
public capacity, it could have made but lit¬ 
tle difference wl\ether he raised the money 
by loan or confiscation. The difference 
would not have been much to the Company's 
Interest, for the treasure confiscated was 
employed in paying the Nabob's debts, who 
then owed the Company a million and a half 
nearly. The only difference that I perceive 
is this, that the Nabob would have owed the 
Company 6’0 lacks more, and the Company 
would have owed the bixJUM the same sum. 
This is an idea of my own, having never 
heard it started by any one. It arises in my 
thoughts, from recollec^ting that there were 
at Cawfipore three armies in the greatest dis- 
, tress for money; that a mutiny must have 
ensued if the troops had not been paid at 
the time they were, and that as Sindia was 
so near with his army, Oude must have been 
lost. Neither would it have been extraor¬ 
dinary, if the Mharattas had seized that 

I very 
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very treasure which is now the obje<?t of this 
discussion. In short, no human being can 
form an idea of what the consequences might 
have been. 

It certainly must appear strange to a re- 
fle^ling mind, when told that all the Gen¬ 
tlemen in India were deceived into a belief 
that the Begum and her Ministers were 
hostile to the English in the year l7Si ; 
that no Nujeebs were taken prisoners by 
Colonel PoPHAM, or any of his Officers ; that 
Captain Williams did not intercept a va¬ 
riety of treasonable letters from the Be¬ 
gum's Ministers during the insurrection ; 
that Captain Gordon did not lose his De¬ 
tachment through the treachery of their 
Fougedors; and that the Managers, by 
reading over certain documents, discovered 
the mistake. But how much more strange 
must^ it appear to me, when I find that the 
making a peace with one Mharatta Chief out 
of a great many, and a little success upon 
the coast, had done away all the distresses 
of the several armies in the field. To me, 
who have been frequently employed to 
soothe and exhort the troops to patience and 

resignation— 
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resignation—-to me, who felt the distress 
personally, and saw it in others, this dis¬ 
covery must appear indescribably strange 
indeed. The j)roof brought by the Ma¬ 
nagers in support of the non-existence of 
State-Necessity, was the lamest and weakest 
I ever heard or read in any cause whatever. 
I was in Court when^ the Managers an¬ 
nounced to the Lords, that they were going 
to prove that no State Necessity existed, 
and I must say, I was never more struck 
with the boldness of any assertion in my 
life. 1 could not help remarking to a friend 
who stood near, that if they succeeded in that 
attempt, they never need despiir of any 
thing they undertook. 

In reading over the pixxeedings, 1 turned 
my attention to one point, namely, to dis¬ 
cover whether Mr. Hastings might in 
his conduc5l to Cheyt Sing and the Be¬ 
gums, be justly suspected of selfishness— 
Whether he was actuated by a desire to 
serve himself or the Company. Had the 
former been his object:, he might have 
amassed immense wealth; he might have 

lost 
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lost the country, and have sheltered himself 
so seairely under general orders, and want 
of instruction, that no accusation could have 
touched him. 

The jftrincipal objection made by the Ma¬ 
nagers, is to the means which he made use 
of to save liis country ; but in my opinion, 
it is not enough for the accusers to prove 
that the means were bad, unless they could 
shew tliat the accused had the choice of 
better. The Revenues of Bengal were suf¬ 
ficient for every purpose of Government and 
Trade, in a time of peace, but not for a long 
and complicated war. Money was borrow¬ 
ed of individuals as long as there was any to 
lend. Bonds bore so great a discount, that 
it was in vain to attempt a loan. The Go¬ 
vernment of India could not <Iraw Bills 
upon the Company without flying in the 
face «an ACl of Parliament, beyond a cer¬ 
tain amount. To th.is prohibited resource 
they were at length driven, and the Bill- 
holders were for a long time in a very un¬ 
certain Slate, with rcspeCl to acceptance 
and payment; and ^ome of the holders ob¬ 
liged 
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ligecl to wait for their money much longer 
than they expedled. Perhaps it might have 
looked more noble, if the necessity had been 
avowed, and the seizure made by our own 
troops, without the intervention of the Na¬ 
bob. It would have deprived Mr. Sheri¬ 
dan <)f the most pathetic and alfedting part 
of his Speech, that of making the Son the 
instrument of punishing his Mother. But 
tliere arc many reasons why that could not 
Ixj done. It would have proclaimed our 
weakness to all India, and have encouraged 
our enemies on all sides to attack us. The 
Nabob had a le^al claim, either as Heir or 
Sovereign, to ilic trc'asure, which never 
could in foro lo.nsLlcjUitc, be abrogated and 
done away, without his own consent. His 
agreement to accept a part, wlien he liad 
not the offer or power of obtaining the 
whole, might be valid in a Court of Law, 
but never could be so in conscience; for that 
would be to support and encourage lawless 
detention of another's property. There 
was no way of obtaining the trea.sure but 
through the Nabob, and that required ma¬ 
nagement and address. The Nabob was at 

times 
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times for, and at times against the measure; 
but his objection lay not to the redlitiide or 
morality of it, but knowing that the money, 
when received, would go to the liquidation 
of his debt to the Company, instead of com¬ 
ing into his own treasure, he became indif¬ 
ferent, and even relu6lant. 

Mr. Hastings, in his defence, says, that 
when he had hurt his own reputation, as he 
conceived would he the case, by permitting 
the Nabob to resume the jaghires of his 
Mother and Grandmother, and to confiscate 
ilieir treasures, he was determined not to 
make that sacrifice for nothing, and therc^ 
fore diretled Mr. Middleton to carry it in¬ 
to execution. He was apprehensive also, 
tiiat the Nabob would intimidate his parents 
with menaces, and privately obtain sums of 
money from them, as the purchase of for¬ 
bearance. This might have been one of his 
rcaso)is, but I think not the principal one : 
he would not have siiewn all that anxiety, 
that uneasiness at iinnec'cssary delay, if that 
had been iiis sole inducement. It was my 
opinion at tlie lime, as it was i)f c\ery (ren- 

tleman 
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tIeiTian whom 1 conversed witli in India on 
tlic subjc<^t, that it was tlie extremity of 
distress which urged liim on the mcjisure. It 
is the only point of view in which Mr. 
Has'I'ings’s condiK^f appears unobje6tionably 
reconcilcable to reason and jnnidence. Sup¬ 
posing the relief of the then exigencies of 
State to be his objetf, every letter that he 
wrote, every instruction that he gave ; in 
short, every thing which came out in evi¬ 
dence, all tend to one and the same point: 
all the means seem adapted totlie end. 

At the same time that I do, for my own 
part, believe these to have been very strong 
motives for his condiK^t, I am under no 
doubt of his establisning disatte6tion and 
disloyalty against the Begums, and that 
their oftences were sucli as to deserve the 
treatment they received. It is not clear to 
me, that he will bring the charges home to 
either of these ladies, so as to convift them 
of doing any personal against the Eng¬ 
lish Government, or the Nabob’s ; but that 
deficiency is owing to their sex. Their Mi¬ 
nisters, and Fougedores, and their subjec^ls, 

were 
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were notoriously hostile. Principals are al¬ 
ways made responsible for their agents. 

In a former part of this Letter, I said 
that the Eunuchs were mostly, if not wholly 
in fault, and I gave my reasons for thinking 
so : 1 still consider them as the real offenders, 
and the only persons that really suffered by 
the loss of the lands and'treasures. 

Our late War with the Diiteh originated 
from the subjedts of that State supplying the 
Americans with Military Stores, &c. All 
Sovereigns take upon themselves, if able, to 
punish tliose wli^ assist their enemies. This, 
I believe, is allowed by all who have written 
on the Law of Nations. Upon this ground 
Mr. Hastings in a great measure rests his 
Defence against this Charge, though I dare 
say he will acknowledge, that had the ne¬ 
cessity for money been less pressing, he 
might have been less urgent, and less anxious 
for its execution. 

Every person who coolly reflefts upon 
what I have written, may discover the clue 

which 
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which unravels Mr. Hastings's inmost 
thoughts upon this subject. He had failed 
at Benares of resources: he meant to press 
the Nabob for payment of the debt he owed 
the Company, but he had not settled in his 
mind the means whereby the Nabob was to 
raise the money. Whilst his mind remained 
in this deliberative state, the Begums are 
accused (and to his mind, satisfa6torily con¬ 
victed) of aiding our enemies. Immediately, 
whether from the suggestion of the Nabob's 
Minister, of Sir Elijah Impey, or himself, 
he consents to the confiscation of that trea¬ 
sure which he always tliought unjustly de¬ 
tained by the Mother from the Son. After¬ 
wards, when the Nabob began to trifle with 
him, Mr. Hastings p'vSt him to the fulfil¬ 
ling of his engagement. If we suppose 
these to have been Mr. Hastings's ideas on 
the subject, all the apparent inconsistencies 
are reconciled; and lie just did what all Mi¬ 
nisters must do, namely, effeCl that by ad¬ 
dress which he could not by a direCt com¬ 
mand or order. 


K 


Great 
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Great exception is taken by the Mana¬ 
gers to Mr. Hastings's suppression of cor¬ 
respondence, and keeping things a secret 
from his colleagues. The word Suppression^ 
like that before mentioned of Subornation^ is 
a word that catches the ear, and imposes on 
the understanding of those who are not well 
acquainted with the Company's orders to 
theii' Presidencies on this subjedf. There is 
no Adt of Parliament, nor standing order of 
the Company, that requires or enjoins the 
Governor General to lay all his Correspon¬ 
dence of every kind before the Board ; nor 
is there any time limited for laying before 
them such parts as he is bound to lay before 
them. There is an order which says, that 
the Governor General shall ahme correspond 
with the Chiefs and Princes of India, but 
that he shall lay before the Board all the 
I-f'tters (or translates) which he receives, and 
answoT them with the concurrence of the 
Bv)ard. Under this order Mr. Hastings 
might have corresponded with the Nabob's 
Minister, and have derived much useful 
information, without being obliged to make- 
his Correspondence known to the Board. 

But 
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But when, in consequence of a private con¬ 
sultation between Mr. Hastings and the 
Nabob's Minister, by letter, any measure 
was by them thought expedient, then it was 
undoubtedly proper that the Official Letter, 
proposing it as an a61: of Government, should 
be submitted to the Board in the manner 
pointed out in the order above quoted. This 
I conceive to be the spirit of the order ; but 
neither the word nor the spirit of the order 
apply to the present case, for Mr. Hastings, 
whilst out of tlic Company's Provinces, was 
himself the Supreme Council, that is, he had 
no occasion to consult any of his Colleagues 
with respeft to the transadlions*in the Na¬ 
bob's dominions. Neitlicr had the Members 
at Calcutta any occasion to consult his judg¬ 
ment in regard to the Company's Provinces. 
It was a division of power between the Mem¬ 
bers of the Supreme Council, whether legal 
or not, I cannot say, neither shall I enquire. 
After all, if there is any thing wrong in the 
suppression of Letters, as the Managers 
call it, the best apology Mr. Hastings can 
make is, to refer his Accusers to the argu¬ 
ments used by our Ministry, when they gave 

Lord 
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Lord Cornwallis absolute powers as often 
as he thought necessary to use them. The 
divisions in our Cabinet Ministry would often 
overthrow all public business, were it not 
that they are obliged to act in concert, or 
resign. No such obligation existed in the 
Supreme Council. But I have shewn, that 
all the turnings and windings in Mr. Hast¬ 
ings's condu61:, all the apj)arcnt contradic¬ 
tions, are owing to the opposition he so fre¬ 
quently met with in Council. It is the same 
in our parliament, and ever must be in all 
divided power. The interests of men vary, 
and thence arise difficulties and obstructions 
to public business. 

If there were a Monarch in India, to new'- 
model the Supreme Council every time the 
Members carried their disputes too far, or 
so as to impede public business, or endan¬ 
ger the safety of the State, there would be 
no harm in their li'igations. On the con- 
trar}^, their disputes would operate like the 
Opposition in Parliament; it would prevent 
abuse of authority. But as that ic not the 
case, and as the balance of power was in 
Mr. Hastings's time always shifting from 

side 
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side to side, innumerable evils resulted from 
it. The fault lay in the Constitution, which 
is now ret^tified. But were I to undertake 
the task, I have no doubt of being able to 
prove, that every evil complained of, that 
all the misconduct of the several Presidencies 
in India, arose from constitutional defeefs, 
and want of wisdom in those who planned 
and erected the system of government; and 
yet, when we consider llie sudden, rapid, 
and unexpected growth of the English Em¬ 
pire in India, we cannot much wonder at 
observing so many defeCls in the Constitu¬ 
tion. Experience only can discover tlie best 
mode of Cjovernment, and we have not yet 
liad India long enough to find out the best 
policy. 

One evil must naturally arise from this 
Impeachment, and the consequences may be 
severely felt in another War. No prudent 
Governor will hereafter trust to the rc6I:itudc 
of hiS own intentions : he will not go be¬ 
yond the prescribed line of his duty ; for 
to whatever extremities he may be reduced 
for money in peace or war, he must content 

himself 
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himself with the ordinary resources of the 
year. Should his goverr.nient be threatened 
by an invading enemy, or by internal sedi¬ 
tion, he must look into the Book of Orders, 
and if he cannot find an aj3proved precedent 
or rule there, which will apply precisely to 
the case before him, he must wait till the in¬ 
vaders have taken post in the country, or 
till unrestrained sedition has diffused itself 
over every part of it. He would then find 
that he had nothing left but an obstru6led 
Revenue, a weakened Credit, and a sinking 
reputation. With these he might save the 
country committed to his care, if he could. 
I see but one way of avoiding similar cases 
of difficulty, nor am I (juite certain whether 
it would answer or not: it is that of per¬ 
mitting: the Government of India to draw 
Bills on the Company in time of War, and 
real distress ; for tlic payment of which the 
British Parliament should become security. 
I am of opinion, no man will ever lend on 
bond security again in India. The remem¬ 
brance of the vast di.-)COiint, and the terms 
of remittance, will deter every prudent man 
from thinking of it. Bills on England, se¬ 
cured 
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cured in the manner I propose* would get 
all the ready money from individuals, but 
whether enough could be obtained in that 
manner, 1 know not. 

I have heard Mr. Burke spoken of as a 
very humane man, as one possessed of all the 
virtues that can render a private character 
dear to society. For all those qualities I 
ffive him entire credit, but when I consider 
liis political principles, I ainnot help think- 
insr them detrimental to the interests of his 
country. I do not allude to the present 
case, which I consider but as one branch 
from a great and wide-spreading tree. It 
were easy to trace all, or by much the 
greater part of Ivis jjclitical condu6t, up to 
the republican principles which he avows. 
Certain causes must produce certain efie61:s; 
and I do consider it as a very unfortunate 
circumstance for this kingdom, that a man 
possessed of such natural and accjuired en¬ 
dowments, should entertain the principles 
he is known to do. He has been in tlie 
minority much the greater part of his par¬ 
liamentary life, where ho seems to have op- 
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posed upon the true principle of opposition, 
namely, that the Minister must be always in 
the wrong. I have heard that he wrote a 
book, to prove that a bad Administration 
must and should be opposed in every mea¬ 
sure, with a view of overturning it. Sup¬ 
posing tliis principle to be just, who is to 
decide on the goodness or badness of Admi¬ 
nistration, and to determine what Admini¬ 
stration should be supported or opposed ? I 
never saw, though I have often wished to 
gee this curious performance. I speak from 
report only. To these republican principles 
I impute in a great measure the loss of 
America, and all the changes which have 
happened of late years in the conne^fion of 
Ireland and Great-Britain. The connedfion 
is undoubtedly weakened, or at least stands 
upon a different footing to what it was be¬ 
fore the American War. To these same re¬ 
publican principle,:; I impute the present Im¬ 
peachment, but at the same time I do not 
condemn Mr. Burke or any other Member 
of opposition, for entertaining them. I 
only lament it. If Mr. Burke is convinced 
that his principles are riglit, he does well in 

a6ling 
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u'otiiig under ihciti, but if he tliouglit witli 
jiie, that the doctrines whicli ho maintains 
have already lost us one country, and broke 
a tliread in the string which ties iii^ to ano¬ 
ther, and that they must ultimately endangcM’, 
if not lose tons our possessions iji the Kast, 
1 k‘ would undoubtedly change his coiiducK 
1 by no means insinuate that Mr. Bl'kke 
intentionally would injure his country, for 
f see many reasons why ho should not en¬ 
tertain such a wish, and none wliy hosl-.oiikl; 
but I think him mistakcMi as to tiie mode of 
serving it. 

An attentive Header ol wiial I Ikivc writ¬ 
ten, might asK, Jh'weo]>K'S It lluU ih.e Na¬ 
bob is so \erv .imoh uiKkr the influeiux? of 
the KnoTish Government ^ 

o o 


To explain tliis briefly, you nmst know 
that Ast)i*ii 10 . Dowi.Ai.s by nature extreiiK'- 
Iv we.'ih, indolent, and inacti\e. Soon alter 
lh(; death of his leather, his troops mudnied, 
and it rerpiired the assistance of an Km.disli 
T5rig\Lde to subdue them. There h Jio 
doubt but this mutiny arose from tlic l>r.- 

L ♦ CUMS 



82 ELUCIDATION OF THE SUBJECT OF 


GUMS detaining tlic treasures left in tlic 
7a niana, and which have proved to he tlu^ 
foundation of this Impeachment, or at least 
of this Article, This Detention of the 
Treasures compelled the -Naboh to accept 
of the hard conditions imposed upon him by 
the Supreme Council in 177.7 ; and ir.ore, 
the reliiKjuishment ot Uenarcs, andG.tev/>rj;-^ 
to the Company, and tlic increase of the 
monthly subsidy for llie pay of the troops. 


The next consequence was, that the Na¬ 
bob apjilicd for Knglish Ollicers to command 
Ills own troops, ^riicy were granted him. 
In a short time, these troo])s were formed 
into a temporary brigade, paid l)y tiic Na¬ 
bob ; and soon afkr, the duty of the tem- 
]X)iary Brigade was done by dc.laclunents 
Iroin tiie Conq^any's Brigades, d'lu' name 
Temporary was dtine aN^ay, aiul with it all 
thi ir dependance upon the Nabob, llieir 
Master. In this L.radual wav, the Nabob 
lost his Arm\ It ixgan in i7Vr), and was 
brought into i:s la-s. stage in 177o. It has 
remained so ever since. Biu iliis is not the 
only way in w hich the Nabob v»as stripped 

of 
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of Ills authority. But to explain the other, 
will be rather cliliiciilt, witliout giving some 
previous account of tlie mode of paying 
public debts in India. When a Nabob 
owes a sum of money, he frequently gives a 
'Tumwiv, or assignment of some part of his 
revenue for that year, just as if you should 
suj;)posc our Treasury Board to give the 
King of Pin;ssi a an assignment of the Land- 
Tax of Wales to pay a subsidy, or tlie hire 
of his troops. 


The coilccHing of the Revenue rives a 
vast influence to the Timcinv Iiokler over that 
Country, particularly in India, where col- 
lc6lions areusuall) niade by an armed Ibrce, 
and not in a peacc.iblc manner, and by 
equitable assessment, as is practised in Eng¬ 
land.—To pay tlic temporary Bvigade, and 
another Brigade of the Company's stationed 
in the Nabob's dominions, together w ith all 
the Civil Estal)lishmcnt at Luckrmv, and a 
subsidy annually remitted to Calcutta, re¬ 
quired near half of the Nabob's Revenues. 'Fhe 
Resident at Lucknotv received the T'linanvs, 
and the Aiimecls, under his inspc^fioii, made 

the 
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the collections: the consequence of which 
was, that the Resident's iiiHuence wus al- 
jnost irresistible. Being thus deprived of 
liis Army, and })art of his Country, it was 
not ill the Nabob's power to dispute the 
pleasure of the Rnglish (jovernment. If it 
be said, that the Sujirenie Council did wrong 
in tluis tying up tlic liands of the Nabob, 
Mr. ilASTiNos will say that General Cla- 
vEKiNo, Mr. Monson, and Mr. Feakcis, 
laid tlse foundation, and he built upon it. 
II the principle of this incroachinent beat- 
tacked as iininoral and unjust, the accu¬ 
sation will be against hiinian nature. There 
neither is, nor ever was, and probably never 
will b(‘, that State w'hich w’ould not take 
advantac'e of a weaker one if it could. 
i'liunr, Kn(rl(W(l, and Prussiii have done the 
same with Il()lla?i(ly as far as it lay in their 
jiower, ever since it was severed I’roin Spain ; 
a. :l though neitlier of these powers liaveyct 
subjugated that Republic, the forbearance is 
not owing U> clemency, but to the jealous 
eye of their neighbours, who watchfully en¬ 
deavour to keep up tlic balance of power. 
Poland affords a recent example of the na¬ 
tural 
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tural ])roponsity Sovereigns in general have 
to increase their own territories, and to di¬ 
minish those of their neighbours. If the 
tf'aininy: of this ascendancy in the Councils 
of the Nabob be unjust and blanieable, it 
may be said in favour of Mr. Hastings, 
tluit lie pursued the steps of his predecessors 
in India, and tlie example of all the States¬ 
men in tlie world. 

Except in the present instance, I believe 
there is not a (use to be toiind in tlie history 
of the world, where' aCjovernor was brought 
to trial for consulting the interest of his 
cm])loyers too imic'h, and their allies too 
little. 


'riie fault generally im])uted to our Mini¬ 
sters is, that in their Continental Negocia- 
tions, the advantages arc against them ; but 
in the conduct of the Coinpar.y’s Servants, 
the objection is cjiiite tlie revcTse, and that 
the advantages arc too much for them. 
What shall we say then, or wIutc shall we 
draw the line.^ Or how shall we dctcrniinc 
uiion what is right and wrong in jK)]itical 

(jiicstions ? 
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questions? One principle we liave to go 1)}% 
which I have never yet heard controverted, 
namcl}", that you should love and serve 
your Country; but the deiWd is, that the 
})oundary ol this iove to our Country is not 
lixed : you may do too much, as well as too 
little. 

navino' now iiivcn the outlines of this 
Article of Iiri])eachmcnt (for I do not pre¬ 
tend to say tlial I liave entered into every 
aggravating item and allegation, whicli 
would be tediously unnecessary), I sliall 
just recapitulate the })rincipal points, upon 
wliicli the decision will ultijuately rest. 

The first quest ion is, Wliethcr the trea¬ 
sure left by Si jAii Dowla was th.e pro¬ 
perly of the W'idow^ or the Son ? 

’i'o that 1 answTi, that it could not be the 
Widinv’s—it might be tlie Son's, as a siic- 
(veding Sovcieign, or it might Ix) to pro- 
portioj-'illy, according to the Mahommedan 
law of distribution, lint it is to be observed, 
lltat in the latter case, all tlic debts of the 

deceased 



MR. Hastings's impeachment. «7 

deceased must luive been paid before any 
distribution t(X)k place. Tlie arrears of tlie 
Army, and the debt to the Company, would 
have swallowed up a million aiul a half, 
which is much more than has yet been re- 
<’overed from the Begum. 


Tlie second question is, Whether the Na¬ 
bob's accepting a part, and giving a release 
for the remainder, guaranteed by the Com¬ 
pany, can in joro conler a right 

on the Mother, wliicli rlie h.ad not beir-re. 

This is a matter (d’ ('o!;sri''r.('e, and dil- 
ferent men will e.i\e;\:ii i .'iiii. iiv. 


The lliird (juestion is, \Vl'!elhcrlhe inlor- 
inatioii Mr. Hasiings received resp.ccling 
tlu' Begums assisting Ch'i:v i ^'>ing in Ins rc*- 
bellion, is a ground (d jiu LifiCi jion lor with- 
.drawing the guaranicc, and nvj’ing tlte Na.- 
bob to takeaway tlie disputed iK'C.sures, and 
commute ihe jaghiresfor an annuity of equal 
value ? 


The 
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''riic foiirtli question is, Whctlicr a State 
Necessity did exist in India at the time, or 
wlietlier it were strong enough to liavc jus¬ 
tified a violent usurpation of private pro¬ 
perty, even though the Begums liad done 
not 1 line: amiss ? 


These are tlie principal points upon which 
lliis Article depends. It may be argued and 
deckh'd u])on any of tliese grounds, or upon 
all collcctivelv ; but !heMANA(u:Hs liave so 
hxided the proceedings ^vllh exlraneous mat¬ 
ter, that people who liave not all the docu¬ 
ments before them, (>r are unaccustomed to 
laborious in\esligatioirs are totally led away 
from the main j)oint 1 do not mean, that 
the Loans ai*e led av,av, lor they are in pos¬ 
session ot all the printed evidence, and I 
su])]K);'e tlu' speeciics also, but I mean the 
aiidliencein the g’alk'ry, wlio hear and attend 
t(f liO:^e jKirts on]’, wliich rouse thc'ir ])ab:- 
sions. If Mr, Hasi ings did riglit in with- 
dniv-ica;* the guara’Mee upon either of the 
oTound; I havestatv d, it vdii i)e ill worth 
while to enquire into the means wlierehy he 
prevailed on the Nabob to execute, or the 

manner 



MR. Hastings's impeacHxMent. 89 

Hianner in which tlie confiscation was exe¬ 
cuted. 


Mr. Sue 111 1 ) AN is a very judicious advo¬ 
cate for any side of tlie (question lie lakes 
up : in Ills speccli lie touched but sliglitly 
on the (jucstion of Right, but seemed to 
rest liis hope of success on an appeal to the 
passions. For this rciison he played the 
same game as Mr. Burke did in the opening 
of the Impeachment, lie contrived to make 
the IIoLSE of Commons believe, e:id he en¬ 
deavoured to make the Lords think the 
same, tliat all the distresses wliich tlie La¬ 
dies of the lessor Palace suffered, were in 
consequence of seizing the Bi:ginm's trea¬ 
sure. But iliev a.-'e i ' eim-stances totally 
uneonnccled, an I perkcliy independent ( f 
each Ollier. The former did not derive 
their siqiport freun the latter, nor \vi;s it fit 
tliey sliould. A W ife is a very improper 
trustee for !ier Husband’s Misliv^^'-es and 
Natural Children. Tlie Ladies oi the lesser 
Palace dcs ivt'd their maintenance from a jae;- 
hire or assignment, through .Lr/rAii Nr 
Ally'Cawn, and it was from his dect'piion 
or failure, that they suficiwl inconvcuienco. 

M But 
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But it cannot be supposed that the time in 
question was the only time that he disap¬ 
pointed them. No doubt it happened often, 
though not known to tlie English. Neither 
would the Nabob sufler any English Gen¬ 
tlemen to say a word about these Women, 
for lie was highly oUended with Major Gil¬ 
pin for mentioning them in his Letter to the 
Resident, And I can speak from my own 
linowledge, that according to the customs 
and cti(}uette of the (knintry, there was 
great re:ison for oHencc. Major Cjilpin 
acted as every humane man would do ; but 

the Nabob did notrelisli that species of hu- 

▲ 

inanity ; neither would any Mussulman have 
liked it better. Mr. Suekidan in like man¬ 
ner has expatiated on the sidierings of the 
Begums. 

But after all, when we bring it down to 
common lii’c, and compare it with tilings to 
which we are all accustomed, it amounts by 
comparison to this onlyA Lady of very 
high rank, next to Royalty, a Dutchess for 
example, at the death of her husband gets 
possession of all his ready money, bills, 

bonds. 
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bonds, &c. to a very large amount; she re¬ 
fuses to divide with her Son, and keeps it 
all, 111)011 the plea of riglit, a right founded 
on possession and nothing else. The Son 
docs not chuse to go to extremities with his 
Motlier, and borrows as much as he can,, 
with a promise, not a design of repayment. 
At last he gives way to over-ruling persua¬ 
sion, almost amounting to com])ulsion» ac¬ 
cepts a furtlier sum, witli a remission of what 
he had already borrowed, and renouncesliis 
claim to the remainder. Afterwards the 
party that in a manner conipciled the com¬ 
promise, witlidraws liis influence, and tlie 
Son, consiclering liis claim no longer barred, 
takes from tlie Mother w'hat he ought to 
have had years betbre. Wliere is the in- 
justice in this? Not w'here the Mana(;eks 
place it. It lies in Mr. Bristow, who made 
such bad terms for the Nabob, and if he did 
not make better for himself, it would reflebl: 
on his judgment; and in the Bir^um, who 
would not divide her Husband's property 
with his Son. In those tw'o lay injustice, 
and in the Nabob lay extreme folly, unless 
he went upon a supposition that he could 

still 
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still make it his own by loan, or seizure, 
when he liked. 


Tliis is the true state of the fa6l, wht'ii 
strij^ped of its colours. But to make it 
strike forcibly on ilie minds of the people of 
En<,dand, the Beglm.s arc called rrirn'csses, 
wlilcii they really arc not. I said in thelx> 
giniiinp- of tliis letter, that Hegum signifies 
Viucen ; in that I iollowed the authority of 
Men 1 NS KI; but I have eitlicr heard from 
the natives of India, or seen in some oftlicir 
Diciionaries, that :jigum is tlie feminine of 
i>Vg. Btg is a comnion Mogul title, sy- 
r.oniinoiis to Lord. But be this as it will, 
thcjre is nothing Loyal either in the Nabob, 
or ids Barents. Ca‘^es lull as hard as this 


happen very often in our Courts atWostinin- 
ster. If niy inoLir:r detained my proper- 
ty ])y lorcc', the .bulges would decide as be¬ 
tween/i .and/L And i: I made out my claim 
to their satisfa(itio.., they would send their 
OHi(.*ers to break oj)eii my tnollier’s locks, 
and pat me in [)ossession of wiiat she might 
be unjust enougli to withhold : and though 
I might have gheii my motlicr a deed of re- 

nun- 
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nunciatioii Tor the wliole, upon receiving 
only a part, yet ccpiity woiiki annul that 
tIccJ, if I could prove that it w'ds obtained 
iroin me by any undue influence or iinpro- 
]Hir nic'ans. It is true, a long examination 
tooli place, to shew llie Court that great 
cruelties were made use of iji getting j)os- 
session ol the treasure. The Eunuchs were 
imprisoned and put in irons, it is true, but 
tlie ii'ons were more afilictive to the mind 
than to tlie body; for in regard to what tliey 
really suiiered ih their pcs'sons, there iire at 
this liour many debtors intheKinu's Iknch, 
and other gaols, w'ho siiller iniinitely more 
than they did, and have much n;ore cause 
for comjdaint. Ik. ides, they miglit have 
been released at any time, by paying the 
slipu-ated sum. It is W'ell known that it 
was in tlieir pow’er to have done it iit any 
time ; and tlierc a]*e insinuations in some or 
their correspondence with t!ie IbaiUM, whilst 
in confinement, that would lead one to think 
they could have discovered much more than 
they did. but I do not see liow' Mr.IlAsriNG.s 
can be answ'cralile for tlie means nuide us 


c 


of to recover the money: it was all done l)y 

the 
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the direction of the Nabob, who knew the 
proper method much better than any En¬ 
glishman could do. 


Mr. IIasttnc;s must be considered in the 
same light as a Judge is here. The Judge 
must take care that judgment is not illegally 
granted again:,t my ])roperty ; but in the 
execution of tlie judgment, the Judge is 
not ccMiccnied, nor will he enquire into it, 
unless I complain by some kind of suit against 
the Shcrilf or lus Oiiiccrs. Every thing the 
Be(;cms or tlic Eunuchs suffered, was o\v- 
iiiit to tlicir resistance. But it would be the 
same in this country; for if tlie execution 
of a judgment be resisted, tlie Sheriff will 
assemble a body of men and wage war with 
the Defcndrait. Sucli was the case \viththe 
Bfx’i miilatis niuhvidisy that is, when we 
m:d\e the nccessarv allowances for the dif- 
fe’ ( ncc in the laws iind (Tisloms of the two 
countries, and con* klcr also the rank of the 
parties, 'fiu method adopted was the only 
one. No Judge could decide between the 
Nabob and lus Mother: the former was un- 
a\oidab!y, what no man should be, the ar- 

bi- 



MR. Hastings's impeacHxMent. 93 


biter of his own cause: he was the executinfi: 
Officer of his own sentence. The truth is, 
he was above the Law of llic Land, but 
may still examine his condutt by the Laws 
of Indostan, and the Law of Reason. The 
question then is, Did tlie Nabob do morc^ 
or was lie advised to do more than a G/ty, 
that is, an Indostan Judge, or an English 
Judge, would have awarded in a like case, 
between individuals whose rank had subje(^t- 
ed them to legal determination ? 

This last (question can be answered by 
those only who have made the Mahommedan 
Law their study. Rut though I have look¬ 
ed into the books uj;i>n this head, 1 have not 
materials enough to iorm a decided judg¬ 
ment upon the right, wath respect to Ma¬ 
hommedan Laws and Customs^ and miut 
therefore leave it to better informed men. 
I mean, I an^ not certain wlictiier tlie trea¬ 
sure left by SujAii Dowi.a was state pro¬ 
perty or private property, but I a.m certiiin 
Mr. Sheridan's Zenana Laic luis no exist- 
ance but in his imagination. My doubts are 
confined to the two former .supjiositions, 

whe- 
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whctlier the Son onglit to inherit the trea¬ 
sures in capacity of Sovereign, or to follow 
the Laws of the Coran^ and take the same 
share as a private individual would have in 
a similar case. Were 1 the Advocate of Mr. 
Hastings, or inclined to throw a ridicule 
on the doctrine of liis accusers, I might say, 
tliat they have cre^^ted not only a lingua- 
factory of chara6lers, but a lingiiafactory 
of laws also. 

The more I reflect on the nature and in- 
ccriitiide of State Criminality (and I have 
bce*n led to consider it a great deal, during 
the writing of these Letters), the more I ad¬ 
mire our own Constitution, and congratu¬ 
late our Ministry upon their having the Le¬ 
gislature at hand, to consult upon all occa¬ 
sions. If they have no rule or political cus¬ 
tom to guide lhc‘ir conduct, they can call 
t(":‘.*iher Ix^tli Houses of Parliament, and 
make a law for the cmcrgencv. But in In- 
dia, tile Sujjreme Council must act from 
their »'‘\vn discretion in all extraordinary 
cases, and trust to chance for approbation 
or condemnation. I say trust to chance, 

be- 
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because, as the understandings, passion6> 
and interests of men vary, so will their de¬ 
cisions upon one and the same attion difter 
ill the like proportion. The only method, 
in my opinion, whereby we may safely judge 
of the conduct of a Minister of State, or 
Governor of a Province, is that adopted by 
physicians, when they enquire into the 
practice gf each other.—-First, What Was 
tile disease ? Were there more remedies than 
one ? Did the practitioner take the safest 
and the best ^ Supposing tlierc were but 
one remedy, were tlicrc moi*e danger to be 
apprehended from the remedy than the 
disease. 

• 

This rule would bung Mr. Hastings's 
case to a narrow compass. Did a political 
disease exist ? Had the State Physician a 
choice of remedies Did he take the best 
or only one in his powerWas the remc- 
d}^ or disease most likely to prove i'atal to 
the constitution of the jDatient ? 

No man can ever form a proper judg- 
ttient on Mr. Hastings's conduct, who does 

N not 
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not first make himself master of the subject, 
and then ask himself this question—Could 
I in the same situation, all circumstances 
considered, have a6ted better ? After all, if 
it can be made appear, that his motives 
.were in any degree selfish, or originated from 
any of those base passions which disturb and 
disgrace the human mind, no man would be 
more ready to condemn him than myself, 
and I believe all mankind will join in the 
opinion. 

Since these Letters, written originally for 
the reasons formerly stated to the public, 
were delivered to the Printer, I have read 
Mr. Er shine's Speech in defence Slockdale, 

1 have heard that it was taken down very 
corre6lly, I shall therefore considefr it as ge¬ 
nuine. it certainly is replete with sound 
arguments, but I am not going to add to 
the many panegyrics already and deservedly 
paid to that master-piece of elocution—that' 
Gentleman's fame, as an Advocate, reejuires 
no trumpet. But what I admire infinitely 
more than all he has said, or possibly ever 
will say as an orator, is the generous part 

lie 
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lie has taken in the concerns of Mr. Hast¬ 
ings. He is not the advocate of the accused, 
but the advocate of the cause of justice, that 
is, what lie conceives to be the cause of 
justice. In all other jiolitical questions, he 
is tlie decided and zealous partizan of oppo¬ 
sition . He a6ls in concert with the accusers; 
yet in regard to the impeaclinient, he total¬ 
ly departs from them. He avows it publicly 
and privately. 

I have heard the change of sentiment in 
Mr. PiTT, upon the question of impeach¬ 
ment, offered as a proof of Guilt. I have 
heard it said, that nothing hut convi(!:liori 
could have induced the Minister to take 
the ])art he did. God forbid that I 
should iiiipiite any other motives to Mr. 
Prrr,than pternal conviction ; bill I certainly 
could figure to nivself other motives for Mr 
Pitt's conduCI:; that is, 1 think I could 
point out political reasons, which miglit 
have their weight in mo".L imderstandiugs. 
But with respect to Mr. Eiiskine, I cati 'oe 
many political reasons which might i: !ace 
that Gentleman to aCl against Mr. i Iasi inosi 

A O 

but 
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but none that could induce liim to speak in 
his favour. I mean no political reasons ; and 
therefore when I hear of Mr. Ekskink's 
speaking on the suhje<^l in the manner he 
did at Westminster Hall, I must conclude 
that he was adluated by the noblest princi-’ 
pie of the human mind, namely, the con¬ 
sciousness of what is due to injured inno¬ 
cence. If I am right in my conclusion, his 
condiu5l on this occasion does infinitely more 
honour to his heart than all his eloquence, 
great as it is universally allowed to loe, can 
possibly do to his head. I am totally un¬ 
known to Mr. Ehskine, and he is equally 
unknown to me, except by his fame and re¬ 
putation. After having said thus much in 
regard to the man, I must take notice of 
some ])iins of his speech, which, however 
pleasing they may be to Mr. Hastings and 
his friends, do not meet my ideas at all, 
Th ‘ parts I allude to are pages 85, G, 7. In 
one part of page 8(>, Mr. Erskine says, “It 
“ may and must be true that Mr. Hastings 
“ lias ( tended against the rights and privi- 
“ lege s of Asiatic Government, ff he was 
“ the faithful Deputy of a Power, which 

“ could 
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‘‘ could not maintain itself for an hour 

without trampling upon both. He may 
“ and must have ottended against the laws 
“ of (jod and Nature, if he was the faithful 
‘‘ Viceroy of an Empire, wrested in blood 
“ f rom the people to whom God and Na- 
“ ture gave it.'' I need not (piote more, 
for the whole page, and part of the next, 
go on in the same stile. 

Mr. Erskine would not have said this., 
had he read diligently and attentively the 
Histories of Indo.stan since thehr.st Mahom- 
iiiedan invasion. The (jovernment of the 
India Company has been lenient in tiu* ex¬ 
treme, wlien coinj?arcd with ili(‘ best >»r()gul 
Emperor that ever si; on the throne. Nay 
more, I would underlake to ])rove, lluit no 
one act of Mr. IIastin'(;s’s Government that 
I ever yet heard of, was w’orse, moi'e tyran¬ 
nical, or unjust, tluuris done by every Le¬ 
gislative Powxt (whether in the hands of one 
man or many), repeatedly, and almost iin- 
observcdly. This may be thought a very 
bold assertion, but it is a very true one. 
The expulsion of ( jjeyt Sing, and the re¬ 
bellion 
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bullion at Benares, arose from the same 
cause as the American War, namely, resist¬ 
ed Taxation. The taxing of Cheyt Sing 
was as politically nec;‘ssary as tlie taxation 
of America, and in in)^ opinion much more 
so. Parliament was answerable only for the 
principle upon which they taxed America, 
the rebellion followed in consequence. Mr. 
liAsiTNCis is answerable for the principle 
upon which he taxed Ciieyt Sing ; the re¬ 
bellion was, like the other, an uncxpecled 
and unforeseen consequence. The taking 
tile treasure ironi the Begum, must be con¬ 
sidered by all those who think the Nabob 
wa^ unjustly kept out of his patrimony, as 
an execution like those which Mr. Erskine 
siie^; out daily for his C^dientvS at Westminster- 
ihiL those wlio think that these Ladies ought 
not to posse^o jaghiix's, and entrust them to 
t;u'ir Euiuichs, wi 11 think the resumption poli- 
ti-viilv necessary,and similar to our Govern- 
nu-nl's getting by eonimutation the Sove-- 
reignl)' of the Isle of Man. Those who 
lliink with Mr. IIa., riNGs, that they aided 
our cntTiiies, will conclude that the confis¬ 
cation 
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cation was just, and grounded on the Law of 
nations. 

Whatever is done by a Parliament, wc are 
apt to consider just and •quitable, in general, 
not always ; but there being no a})peal, the 
subjedts must acquiesce, let them think what 
tliey may. But I wish any man to reflect, 
and to put to himself this question—If 
what is done by the Three Estates, wore 
done by the Cabinet, should I not call it ar¬ 
ia trary and iniquitous ^ W'hat can be tlie 
reason of this difference.'^ It consists in this: 
we are in the habit of submitting to our di- 
videdLegislature, and we tliink nothing can 
be right that has not thes:i!i(Hion ol King and 
l^arliaraent; but had we been bred up un¬ 
der a Legislature less comprehensive, we 
should have looked for no other sanction. 
But there are two ways in wdiicli ac!:l:s of 
Government may be considered ; First, 
whether they conform to rule and custom ; 
that is, whether the acts of Government are 
performed by those \vho have a prescripti\ e 
and constitutional right to perform them r 
And, secondly, whether those Governor.s 
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a6tcd discreetly, and had public good fof 
their motive? If either of these fail, the 
A6l is wrong. In the former case, a regu* 
lar fixed Legislature cannot fail, but it may 
in the latter. Witli respect to the Supreme 
Council, bo til may be doubted ; that is, 
wlictlicr tliey can justify deviation from 
rules, or the acting legislatively or disere- 
lionally, upon the spur of the occasion, or 
not. And also, whether, supposing them 
jiossesscdpfthiat right, they did discreetly 
and usefully or not? I say, that the Supreme 
Council at Calcutta, may be attacked on 
either of these grounds.—You may say* 
they had no right to use extraordinary 
means to meet extraord inary occasions. You 
may say, the means used were more op¬ 
pressive and unjust than they need to have 
been. To apply this reasoning to the pre¬ 
sent ('asc, I say, that if Mr. Hastings had 
a rig]l^ or is justified in using extraordinary 
means to raise supplies for the war in India, 
that the means were intentionally as inno¬ 
cent and good as any means that are used 
in this country, in the raising of the annual 
Supplies in time of war. People in judging, 

consider 
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consider the Agent more than the A6t. 
They say, who is this Mr. Hastings, that 
taxes Princes, and a6ls thus from his own 
discretion ? I should answer, were I present 
at the question—He was a Viceroy, ordered 
to preserve a large country to the Empire 
of Great Britain, whose Constituents forgot 
to p.;int out to him some legal method to 
raise extraordinary supplies for extraordi¬ 
nary occasions. This Viceroy adled from 
his own judgment : he took what he 
thought the best method, but Iiis .Judges 
think he was wrong ; but they never have 
yet told him what lie ought to have done. 
By his Judges in this case, I mean the 
House of Commons. It is a question I have 
a thousand times asked; i have put it to 
Lords, Commons, and private individuals, 
but I never got an answer to it yet, that I 
could understand—O. If Mr. Hastings 
acted wrong, what ought he to have done ? 


Mr. Erskine was certainly wrong in 
his admissions, and that I could demonstrate 

to him, were 1 in habits of intimacy with 

O him, 
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I 

him, and were we to discuss the evidence on 
the Benares and the Oude Charge, coolly and 
deliberately together. 

I have now done with this Charge, and 
shall proceed to that of the Presents, 

THE END. 
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